Luminist League wrote:
> Neal Goldsmith wrote:
>
>> I like your "spiritual" focus, but (and) I'm trying to dissolve the 
>> duality between spiritual and scientific - to create a "poetry 
>> science" - and integral/postmodern science broad enough to encompass 
>> spontaneous remission, stigmata, placebo, psychosomatics (e.g.)... 
>> and psychedelics.
>
>
> We are on the same page on the uniting of the spiritual and the 
> scientific. There appears to be a resonance between your approach and 
> the "scientific illuminism" idea our project is based on, expressed in 
> one instance as "the method of science and the aim of religion" 
> <www.the-equinox.org>.
>
> Dale R. Gowin
> Luminist League - www.luminist.org
> PO Box 35091 Syracuse NY 13235 USA
Of course, a Crowleyite!  I love talking to folks into Crowley - so 
sympatico with my views, yet so arcane, baroque, articulated, 
culturally-attached...  Not to criticize - I think Crowley was right on 
in a hostile time - kind of like Roberto Assagioli and Psychosynthesis...

I'm going to cc a friend of mine who is also expert with these issues - 
you may know him:
Paul Joseph Rovelli
in any event, you guys may enjoy meeting.

Best,

-- Neal

Hi Guys,
93
Sounds like there's some discussion brewing that I might enjoy being a part 
of...please include me in on it.
Thanks,
93/93
pj

I guess you could call me a "Crowleyite" if you want, since Uncle Al has 
been a major influence on my evolving worldview over the years, but I 
wouldn't want to be pigeonholed as "only" that. I respect Crowley as one 
member of an ancient and continuing tradition of scientific illuminists, 
reaching back to Pythagoras and up to Leary and McKenna et al., present 
company included.

Dale R. Gowin

Sorry to be so cavalier - I have a great deal of respect for that 
continuing tradition you mention.  You say, so generously, "present 
company included," and it's interesting how broad-based that ancient 
tradition is becoming, no?  With the pluming of psychedelics through the 
modern world, along with publishing and the 'Net, seems as if a flip or 
state shift is in the offing...  Having a critical mass of info is like 
pushing the fuel rods into the center of the reactor...
Best,

Neal

Hi Dale & Neal,
93
I wouldn't call myself a Crowleyite, but a Thelemite.  As you say, the 
Western Mystery Tradition is a lot bigger than Crowley and for that matter, 
it's a lot bigger than Thelema.  Though I will say, Crowley has managed to 
do some things that go beyond what any have done since and so very few have 
done before him.  So he is one of the biggies and Thelema stands at the 
center of the Tradition today.  Blavatsky brings her crew of geniuses as 
well (and not to be confused with those of the Theosophical tradition that 
have really lost her message and nowadays have control of the organization).
And though I have a lot of respect for McKenna and Leary, they are much more 
second-handers to the many real shamans that have operated in many cultures, 
present and past.  Not only do they owe much to those, they owe a lot to the 
Surrealists that set a lot of the statge for them.  Champions such as Andre 
Breton, Jimi Hendrix and Salvador Dali opened a much wider door.  Leary 
actually owes much to Carl Jung and McKenna needs to forget his fame for a 
while.
But yes, there is a point of critical mass to be reached and maybe with a 
few loud voices we can reach this.  But there is little courage and 
authenticity in our society these days.  Those that supposedly are of US in 
this time, would have been called plastic hippies in another age; those who 
pretend to be a part of the establishment, Monday-Friday and then put on 
their long haired wigs and let their freak flags fly on Saturdays...only to 
be back in church on Sunday.
93/93
pj

You do know he's dead...?
Neal

No...actually, I didn't....was just watching some YouTube videos of him a 
while ago...
when did he die?
93
pj

Yeah, he died in April, 2000.  A rare brain cancer of the frontal 
lobes.  Go figure...

Neal

Interesting...I've been thinking of cancer as a symptom of humanity's effort 
to physically evolve.
The cancer is a sort of misfiring of this function, which means, the 
presence of cancer in our race, though it still needs to be treated and 
healed in individuals, is actually a good thing.
93

Pj

Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

> I wouldn't call myself a Crowleyite, but a Thelemite. 

There it is. If you have to be some kind of "-ite", a Thelemite would be an auspicious choice. I don't know how hip Neal is to all this, but basically a Thelemite is one who accepts the Book of the Law a.k.a Liber AL vel Legis <http://www.luminist.org/archives/book_of_the_law.htm>  in much the same way that a Muslim accepts the Qur'an - would that be a fair statement? The traditional "93" salutation reflects the numerical value of the word Thelema ( = will} according to Greek gematria, and is shorthand for "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law"; the sign-off "93/93" reflects the identical value of the word Agape ( = love) and stands for "Love is the law, love under will."  Like all Thelemic ritual, this traditional salutation is designed to focus one's attention on the Great Work of self-actualization - somewhat similar to the Baba Ram Dass tag-line, "Remember: Be Here Now."

Full disclosure: I was initiated into grades 0 through IV of O.T.O. under the hand and seal of Caliph Hymenaeus Alpha <http://www.luminist.org/archives/mcmurtry.htm> but I am not presently active in that or any other Order "in the outer" as they say, aside from the Church of Gnostic Luminism <http://www.luminist.org/church/> which exists only in cyberspace and in my own fevered imagination. These days I am following the hint in AL I,56 ("All words are sacred and all prophets true...") and developing a syncretic/eclectic approach that looks for the valid insights to be found in every "-ism" and "-ology". 


Paul again:

> Thelema stands at the center of the Tradition today.

True enough for a Thelemite at least. But there are aspects to Liber AL that make it difficult for some to make optimum use of. I prefer to think of Thelema as one of many valid approaches. The true path of Initiation or self-actualization for each individual is a unique formula calculated by karma, culture, aptitude, inclination, and many other factors. I am a Thelemite in the sense that I accept Liber AL as valid revelation, but I am not a fundamentalist Thelemite who would insist that this is the best path for everyone. And in my life I have encountered other revelations which bear out under repeated testing (under entheogenic conditions) as originating from "above the abyss" or as  "class A equivalent" writings - e.g. <http://www.luminist.org/archives/life_eternal.htm> and <http://www.luminist.org/archives/septem.htm>


Neal:

> With the pluming of psychedelics through the modern world, along with publishing and the 'Net, 
> seems as if a flip or state shift is in the offing...  
> Having a critical mass of info is like pushing the fuel rods into the center of the reactor...

Indeed. It has occurred to me that in the post-flip state, samadhi will be the basic starting point rather than the end-goal. Yesterday's ceiling will be tomorrow's floor. This "flip" or "singularity" might be one of the collective ordeals of Initiation we have to pass to survive into the New Aeon.

Onward & upward....

Dale R. Gowin

Hi Dale,
93
Thanks for your response...
There it is. If you have to be some kind of "-ite", a Thelemite would be an auspicious choice. I don't know how hip Neal is to all this, but basically a Thelemite is one who accepts the Book of the Law a.k.a Liber AL vel Legis <http://www.luminist.org/archives/book_of_the_law.htm>  in much the same way that a Muslim accepts the Qur'an - would that be a fair statement? 
I think it's fair to say that a Thelemite is one who accepts Liber AL:
AL I.40:  “Who calls us Thelemites will do no wrong, if he look but close into the word.  For there are therein Three Grades, the Hermit, and the Lover, and the man of Earth.  Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.”
And like the Qur'an is to the Muslims, Liber AL is considered a praeternatural contact.  Though all similarities end there; perhaps because the original Qur'an seems to have been destroyed and re-written by a host of clerics to enforce the prevalent cultural laws of their time.  Liber AL cannot be edited so much as in the style of a single letter, which is a very important concept and why with every publication, a photocopy of the original manuscript is included.
 

The traditional "93" salutation reflects the numerical value of the word Thelema ( = will} according to Greek gematria, and is shorthand for "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law"; the sign-off "93/93" reflects the identical value of the word Agape ( = love) and stands for "Love is the law, love under will."  Like all Thelemic ritual, this traditional salutation is designed to focus one's attention on the Great Work of self-actualization - somewhat similar to the Baba Ram Dass tag-line, "Remember: Be Here Now."
Quite correct; these two mantras, when meditated and ruminated upon, produce a marvelous insight and ultimately, a profound Gnosis.  Keep yourself away from the complexities of Thelemic Doctrine and even all theories of science, religion and philosophy, and still this mantra will produce the germ seed of awareness within you.

Full disclosure: I was initiated into grades 0 through IV of O.T.O. under the hand and seal of Caliph Hymenaeus Alpha <http://www.luminist.org/archives/mcmurtry.htm> but I am not presently active in that or any other Order "in the outer" as they say, aside from the Church of Gnostic Luminism <http://www.luminist.org/church/> which exists only in cyberspace and in my own fevered imagination. These days I am following the hint in AL I,56 ("All words are sacred and all prophets true...") and developing a syncretic/eclectic approach that looks for the valid insights to be found in every "-ism" and "-ology". 
I think one of the keys to spiritual evolution is that we are each individual and unique.  Indeed in the A.'.A.'., though there are certain things that all Aspirants must do in common, a great emphasis is placed on an individulized and thoroughly syncretic program.  Note that once you've fully digested all that Crowley wrote, you'll find that he but only posted a skeloton of knowledge; leaving it for those who follow to meat on the bones.  Grant, Motta, Fortune and others (and I daresay myself) have added much.  And by the time one gets done reading Blavatsky (so revered by Crowley) one sees the larger Western Mystery Tradition that Liber AL not only emanates from, but clarifies and re-directs for this, our time.

Paul again:

> Thelema stands at the center of the Tradition today.

True enough for a Thelemite at least. But there are aspects to Liber AL that make it difficult for some to make optimum use of. 
I'm not talking about a belief-structure or simply a difference in perspective.  If one understands the nature of natural law (such as gravity) and recognizes that Liber AL is the encapsulation of such a law on the psycho-physical as well as spiritual planes, then it doesn't matter whether one has even heard of the prophecy.  One still will capitulate to its tenets, which we actually see in the world around us; even for the so-called, dreaded, third book.  And though some fall short of either acknowledging this or as you say, making use of this, it is to their detriment.
Each generation needs its own "fresh fever from the skies"...and it is only a dead generation that would rely on the prophecies of ancient and dead times that today are so  buried in antiquity, we can barely discern the meanings of the words in these documents.  And for that matter, the 'truth' is not frozen in some rigid form; but is itself constantly changing and growing as a living matter.  For all those that place so much value in that which is archaic, Liber AL comes to profoundly intercept and modify to this, our current state of evolution.
As a matter of fact, all Gnosis and all wisdom from that time before the Industrial Revolution, has almost no practical value; all the myths connected with this archaic system have been rendered obsolete.  The feverishly passionate myths generated by the Holy Books of Thelema (and especially the doctrinal Liber CDXVIII--Vision and the Voice) are the only response that has been rendered to this dilemma in our culture.  For more on the loss of myth due to the Industrial Revolution, you should refer to some of the ideas of Joseph Campbell.
 

I prefer to think of Thelema as one of many valid approaches. The true path of Initiation or self-actualization for each individual is a unique formula calculated by karma, culture, aptitude, inclination, and many other factors. I am a Thelemite in the sense that I accept Liber AL as valid revelation, but I am not a fundamentalist Thelemite who would insist that this is the best path for everyone. And in my life I have encountered other revelations which bear out under repeated testing (under entheogenic conditions) as originating from "above the abyss" or as  "class A equivalent" writings - e.g. <http://www.luminist.org/archives/life_eternal.htm> and <http://www.luminist.org/archives/septem.htm>
I can't say that I disagree with you...there is so much in so many vital systems of Initiation and that fever that we call "Class A" must and is being had by more and more people in our time.  Of course, there are a lot of pretenders out there and some of the so-called channelling is nothing more than a business venture or the quackery of severely neurotic people.  But the more one comes to understand the nature of the Western Mystery Tradition, and the more one comes to understand the nature of the Holy Books of Thelema, the more one will find valid argument for these books as a centering force; a talisman, setting the standard by which all other praeternatural contact (including the wonderful contacts that come from entheogenic use) can be validated.
For that matter, the shamanistic value of entheogenic contact is at the heart of the Hebrew Qabalistic tradition that Liber AL specifically addresses (cf. Crowley's use of Hebrew Gematria to validate Liber AL).  The early Qabalists were shamans getting on their Merkabah (Chariot--shall we say, consuming the entheogen?) and ascending to the Hekaloth (Seven Heavens) to gain mystical information.  They would write their experiences in books called Apocalypses; such as the Apocalypse that today is called the Book of Daniel (and from which the Revelation of John is but a copy).  Not since the time that such books were made, has anyone in the Western Mystery Tradition taken such a ride...until Crowley.  For more on this, I urge you to read my articles on the Starry Gnosis and Golden Dawn Skies, where I show Liber 418 to be in perfect harmony with these other Apocalypses.  For more on the Merkabah tradition, you can also refer to: http://gclvx.org/.
93/93
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Hi Dale,
93
I've seen your website before; and enjoyed it.  Your Liber AL page seems to be down.
I'd like it if I could list your church as an Affiliate of the A.M.H.R. as your principles are consistent with ours.
Per the Caliphate, I went through the third degree and left shortly thereafter.  They in my view, are a cult and counter-Thelemic in almost everything they do.  My criticism of them has been very public and they have gone out of their way to make problems for me, which is why, upon seeing your Caliphate connection (McMurtry poetry) in the past, I chose not to contact you for Affiliation.
So am glad to meet you in the good company of this list; it speaks much better of you.  :-)
93/93
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I am completely un-hip.
Just a provocative rube
who brought two like-minded individuals (who both live upstate) together.
Enjoy your energy generation (like a battery with two poles...)!
-- N

Hi Dale,
93
Great...thanks...you might enjoy reading some of the commentaries to those verses of AL:
Liber AL Commented
Regarding the other two documents on your site that you say are Class A; I would disagree.  I have great respect for Jung's sermons, but don't see them as praeter-human contact.  Nor does the Life Eternal document read to me in that way or seem to offer any of the internal characteristics that would identify it as a praeter-human contact.  Though again, it seems like an interesting document on a precursory view.
I am on a search for more and more prophecies of various types and I have been slowly starting to examine HPBs Mahatma Letters, which I've downloaded in your interested in them.  I am also enamored of the channelled writings of one of my former mentors: Runar's DOzmt Index.
I'd be curious about what you might say about some of these writings and how you evaluate prophecy in general.
93/93
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Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:
I'd like it if I could list your church as an Affiliate of the A.M.H.R. as your principles are consistent with ours.
Thanks, the affiliation is noted and when I update our affiliate page (soon) I will add a reciprocal link.
Per the Caliphate, I went through the third degree and left shortly thereafter.  They in my view, are a cult and counter-Thelemic in almost everything they do.  My criticism of them has been very public and they have gone out of their way to make problems for me, which is why, upon seeing your Caliphate connection (McMurtry poetry) in the past, I chose not to contact you for Affiliation. 
I have a lot of respect for Grady McMurtry, who I knew personally, but my connection with the order ended after his death. I prefer not to take sides in any factional disputes within the Thelemic community at this time; my intention is to document the developments that I am aware of in as impartial a manner as possible. I believe that true Initiation takes place on the inner planes and that the true Hierophants may choose to work through various external forms, none of which perfectly reflect the inner realities. True Initiates, from whatever tradition, are able to recognize one another by "inner" signs of which the outer forms are mere symbolic representations.

I will check out the links you recommended (Starry Gnosis, Golden Dawn Skies). In return, to keep the flow of dialog afloat, let me suggest again that you take an open-minded look at this document: <http://www.luminist.org/archives/life_eternal.htm> - in all my many decades of occult study I have never come across anything quite like it. Don't let its apparent simplicity deceive you.

Dale R. Gowin
Hi Dale,
93
It seems Grady was a halfway decent being with good intent...more than likely betrayed by Breeze and Co., Inc.
And I have some respect for Jerry Cornelius who claims to have studied under McMurtry.
Per the Life Eternal; if you find it that profound, then I'll make sure to take the time to read it.  I have the message on my desktop to get to it quickly.
93/93
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Thanks for the Comments document and the Runar link - much appreciated.

Re: prophecies - are you familiar with the Second Book of Esdras? 

A further word about the "Life Eternal" text: This deceptively simplistic text is actually a very powerful trace inducing device. It is best activated when read aloud, preferably from a print copy, under entheogenic conditions. Its power seems to be curiously amplified when read in a group setting after following appropriate AL II,22 protocols. In such a setting a bound print copy can be passed around with each participant reading aloud from a randomly selected page. Repeated experiments over many years have produced consistently effective results. This text is, in fact, the legendary Philospher's Stone itself, cleverly disguised as a common roadside pebble. Like a Zen koan, the text defies rational analysis, and is best approached with an attitude of  childlike simplicity.

Dale R. Gowin

Hi Dale,
93
 

Re: prophecies - are you familiar with the Second Book of Esdras? 
All 4 books are available on my website: http://gclvx.org/GCL%20Curriculum.htm

A further word about the "Life Eternal" text: This deceptively simplistic text is actually a very powerful trace inducing device. It is best activated when read aloud, preferably from a print copy, under entheogenic conditions. Its power seems to be curiously amplified when read in a group setting after following appropriate AL II,22 protocols. In such a setting a bound print copy can be passed around with each participant reading aloud from a randomly selected page. Repeated experiments over many years have produced consistently effective results. This text is, in fact, the legendary Philospher's Stone itself, cleverly disguised as a common roadside pebble. Like a Zen koan, the text defies rational analysis, and is best approached with an attitude of  childlike simplicity.
You've got my curiosity; what kind of results has it produced?
93/93
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Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

> You've got my curiosity; what kind of results has it produced?

I see that I accidentally mis-typed the word "trace" instead of the word "trance" - sorry about that. What I meant to say is that the text is a TRANCE-INDUCING DEVICE. As for what kind of results can be expected, they tend to be of the nature of Samadhi.

Re: the Second Book of Esdras - I failed to find it on your site, but it can be found here:

http://www.earlyjewishwritings.com/2esdras.html 

I have had my attention forcefully directed to chapters 11 and 12 on certain notable occasions.

Dale R. Gowin

Hi Dale,
93
I have found that any well-written poem; particularly in the post-Whitman tradition can induce trance.  This is a key to Allen Ginsburg's poetry and philosophical approach to poetry...connected with the breath.  That prose can produce a trance resulting in Samadhi does in my opinion only show that the reader is already susceptible to such capacities that would give it this result.
The Holy Books of Thelema, of course, can also do this.  But there is an added feature once the words are internalized.  Unfortunately, this defies description; except to say that the words then take on a living quality, that still falls short on meaning to anyone that hasn't taken a chapter of any of these books and memorized it.  If you want an interesting experiment, why not try one.
Per your not finding the link to Edras on my site...it's on the page I sent you and has all the books, not just the second...here it is...
Ezra
http://www.gclvx.org/Ezra.doc
93/93
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Howdy Paul, 

> That prose can produce a trance resulting in Samadhi does in my opinion only show that the reader is already susceptible to such capacities that would give it this result.

Indeed, we all always have that capacity, just as a sleeper always has the capacity to wake. Virtually anything can be used as an awakening catalyst if one is paying attention. As Grady McMurtry used to say, "You can get enlightened just walking down the street" - anything your eye happens to fall on can be used by your Angel to instruct you if you are ready to learn. The unique thing about the Life Eternal text is that, under many repeated experiments of introducing it to people under the conditions I've described, it has never failed to produce amazing results ("amazing" = lifting you out of the maze). But I have no vested interest in convincing anyone of this; I'm simply passing along what I've learned for whatever value it may have - "it is no odds."

I agree about the value of memorizing the Holy Books. I've worked with Libers AL and LXV in this manner.

Thanks for the link to the Ezra paper.

Regards,

Dale

Hi Dale,
93
Thanks for the clarification on the nature of the "results" of the Life Eternal text.  I hope that when I read it, I'll find the same illuminating qualities you describe.
Your McMurtry quote is indeed interesting on a couple of fronts.  I have heard of cases where people who have had no interest in spirituality nor religion have described this mysterious experience coming upon them in a spontaneous manner.  They generally say that in one moment, everything was as it always has been; and then in the next, everything became suddenly different, though it still remains the same.
But it is the Thelemic (or GD & Western Magickal Tradition) idea of the Holy Guardian Angel that has set me on a certain quest; that ultimately led me to the pseudpegriphic and apogriphic literature of the Qabalah (and of course, to Ezra; amongst so many others).  The legendary Nephilim appear immediately in Genesis; though the idea is much older than the book.  And of course, they are tied to the 'fallen' Lucifer who was sworn to protect humanity and held to that oath, though Jehovah decided to destroy the race.  This is why he was thrown from heaven; and it is said that he and his legions of guardian angels are 'trapped' in the lower aethyr (or astral) with one each assigned to every human being.  They are ready to give us Gnosis when we become readied by growing or evolving to a certain conscious state.
Normally, I abhor any form of anthropomorphization, but the myth is written with ominous clarity overall and becomes  brilliantly supported by the work of Dee&Kelly of Enochian fame.  Indeed the Magick they developed takes on the name of its original pseudpegriphic exponent.  Though I'm confused by Crowley's dictim: 
 

"Let me declare this Work under this title: ‘The obtaining of the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel’", because the theory implied in these words is so patently absurd that only simpletons would waste much time in analysing it. It would be accepted as a convention, and no one would incur the grave danger of building a philosophical system upon it."
 

And even the A.'.A.'. grade work build upon the H.G.A. (5=6 & 6=5) details the fomenting of the relationship with the Angel.  And yet, I find myself without the pale of the College of the Rosy cross and hard-pressed to come up with the power to pray to this angel; though even still, I have felt the 'brush of the wing' of this angel and see the Gnostic dialogue encroaching on my thought-stream.
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