Hi All,
93
Having finally finished reading HPB's Isis Unveiled, it seems fitting to follow-up with the International Theosophical Society's version of the Zohar (I will continue w/Vol. IV of the Secret Doctine in short order...interestingly, this version of the Zohar talks about the fifth volume being a controversial compendium of HPB's notes; assembled from her archives after her death); considering my negative brush w/AstroQab.
 

On pages 4-6 we get a very interesting correlation with basic Thelemic studies:
Such is the general description of these occult schools or lodges widely prevalent in the East, and which continued to exist to the time of Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai, the great Kabbalist and reputed author of "The Zohar, or The Book of Light," whose name is held in reverence and esteem by all true students of occult philosophy. His biography, though short, is not uninteresting in its character and details. He lived and taught in the reign of Hadrian, the Roman Emperor, when the Jewish nation was subject to much hardship and persecution and their Rabbis or recognized teachers labored under grievous disabilities, being prohibited from giving instructions to their students, a restriction which Rabbi Simeon had the singular boldness and courage to ignore and disregard, and thus incurred the anger and displeasure of the Roman rulers. He had to flee for his life and conceal himself in an unknown and solitary abode. ..
There is an affecting account of his death given by one of his students in the "Idra Seta, or "Lesser Assembly," one of the appendices to the Zohar. As a teacher he had lived and as a teacher he died, surrounded by scholars who loved him dearly. "Mercy," he was saying, "hath ascended unto the Holy of Holies, for there Adonai hath commanded his blessing forevermore, even life everlasting." There was a sudden pause. His head fell slowly on his breast. Intently gazing upon him, they listened in deep silence for further words, but no words came from those lips that had been so eloquent in speech. 
The intimation here is that he looked at his heart (Adonai); the center of the body and indeed the center of Thelemic Doctrine as we are taught in Liber LXV.
They were his last words, and not inappropriate as a finale to a life like his. Suddenly a strange supernatural light surrounded the house. "At that moment," says Rabbi the Scribe, "I heard a voice, which said: 'Before thee are countless days of blessedness,' and then another, saying: 'He asked life of thee and thou gayest him the years of eternity.' Throughout all that day the flame continued around the house, and no man entered or went forth. I lay weeping and sobbing on the ground. At length the fire departed, and I perceived that the soul of him who was the Light of Israel had departed also. His corpse was reclining on the right side, and a smile was on his face. Eliezar, his son, took his hands and kissed them. We could find no utterance for our grief till tears began to flow. Three times his son fell down in speechless sorrow. At length the power of utterance came to him, and he cried, 'Father! Father!' As the funeral procession moved toward the grave a light revealed itself in the air, and a voice was heard exclaiming: 'Come! Gather yourselves together to the marriage feast of Simeon.'"
The intimation here for most would probably be that God is bestowing 'his' light or blessing on this momentous ocaission.  But I would say that they were witnessing the expanse of the Soul (containing the seed of Spirit) as it is congealing with the Spiritual force that moves the Universe.
Such descriptions by witnesses are not uncommon; including the transfiguration of Jesus in the New Testament.  For further on this, it would be worth your effort to read Cosmic Consciousness, by the American Transcendentalist, Dr. Maurice Bucke.
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Hi All,
93
I meant to add one other comment to the post I sent yesterday.
Note in the last sentence of the quote, Rabbi Simeon's death is referred to as a marriage feast.  In Liber AL of course, death is referred to as the "greater feast".
Continuing with the Preface to Nurho de Manhar's (NDM) Zohar, there's another corollary that seems to suggest the H.G.A.
 

The inner man is, however, the true man. In him, as in the Divine self, there is a trinity in unity, viz.: 1, The Neshama (spirit); 2, Ruach (soul); 3, Nephesh (the sensuous or animal life), intimately related to the body and dissolving when it, the body, dies. The Nephesh never enters the portals of Eden or the celestial Paradise. Besides these elements in us, there is another representing an idea or type of the person which descends from heaven at the time of conception. It grows as we grow, remains ever with us, and accompanies us when we leave the earth. It is known as our ycchidah, or principle of our individuality. 
 

NDM seems to be alluding to the pseudpegriphical account of Guardian Angels, but this is the first time I've seen this connected to the Yechidah; or that the Yechidah is the individuality for each of us.  Certainly, no real description of the Yechidah exists in any of the G.D. texts, nor any of Crowley's; but some corollation in 777.  But there does seem to be some sort of allusion to this in chapter 1 of Liber LXV:
 

25. Thou wast long seeking Me; thou didst run forward so fast that I was unable to come up with thee. O thou darling fool! what bitterness thou didst crown thy days withal. 

 

Perdurabo hindered his own success by over eagerness.

A virtue not very common among Adepts, who usually feat the Angel at least as much as they aspire to Him, and therefore dance like crabs along the way.  But Perdurabo has always been an exceptional Star.
 

Motta's comment (in plain text; Crowley's in italics) to this verse can be corroborated by my own experience...at the moment, I'm dancing like a crab.  :-)  More interesting, if the Angel is viewed as the Yechidah and the Yechidah is as shown in the QBL as a part of Kether, then it is this voice that speaks to the higher ego that is Tiphareth.

 
26. Now I am with thee; I will never leave thy being. 

 

27. For I am the soft sinuous one entwined about thee, heart of gold! 

26-27

Union once made is permanent.
 
28. My head is jewelled with twelve stars; My body is white as milk of the stars; it is bright with the blue of the abyss of stars invisible. 

 

The Angel is crowned with the Zodiac.  His body is that of Nuit.

 

In this verse it is emphasized that the Spiritual Being mentioned as “Angel” here is in reality above all the so-called Angelic hierarchies in depth of perspective.  We are not dealing with a planetary, or even with a starry nature.  The Angel cannot be connected with a particul Sign of the Zodiac, as human beings can.  No: his nature is cosmic.  He is identified with our own Galaxy, the Milky Way; but it is pointed out that his power is somehow connected with our Sun, since the Zodiac exists only from the point of view of Sol, of course.  Thus, we are dealing with a Being beyond us, yet of our own kind, in a sense.  He is “of us”.  See AL I.60. 
 

Beyond the Primum Mobile (Zodiac) is this Crown; in flowery (and indirect) words, Motta shows a concurrent understanding of this.

Returning to NDM... 
 

The temporal union of the two higher elements, spirit and soul, is not regarded, as with the ancient Gnostics, an evil, but a means of moral education, a wholesome state of trial, in which the soul or lower nature works out in the domain of sense, a probation for ultimate felicity. Human life, in its perfect character, is the complete agreement between the higher and lower selves, or, as the Zohar expresses it, between the king and queen. The soul at present is being schooled and disciplined to this harmony. It is like a king's son sent away for a time from the palace to fulfil a course of training and education, and then to be recalled home.
 

Thelemic Doctrine implicitly disagrees with both perspectives.  This life, our temporal nature is the full manifestation.  How could it be that something that descends from the infinite would have anything to learn?  And how could it be that something that descends from the infinite be evil?
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Paul,

 
Regarding your Question...rhetorical perhaps...(How could it be that something that descends from the infinite would have anything to learn? )  
Of  the top, an answer would be "realization".  But just to add to the fray and hope I am on the track in which you are addressing, Last night I was reading Fortunes Mystical Qabballah and I will quote from chapter 25 Malkuth line 90, "The especial virtue of Malkuth is said to be discrimination.  This idea is further carried out in the curious symbolism of the ancients which declared the correspondences in the microcosm to be with the anus.  Whatever in life is effete has to be excreted, and the microcosmic excretion is into the qlipothic spheres which depend below Malkuth, whence the cosmic excrete cannot return to the planes of organized form until they find balance in equilibrium.  There is, therefore, in the Qlipothic world, a sphere which is not hell, but Purgatory; it is a reservoir of disorganized force emanated from broken up forms, cast out  from evolution; it is chaos upon a lower arc.  It is from this reservoir of force that is 

 Derek

 
Hi Derek,
93
I have found a problem with this idea of God becoming human so that 'he' can attain "realization" ... First, what is realization?  and/or What would God be realizing? ... Himself?  After all, God is infinite, which means there's nothing that isn't already comprehended in God.
This is the game of the nihilists; the ego-losers as I've often called them.  They state that this world is pure illusion; maya.  Therefore God, who is the only real person, plays this game where he pretends to be not-God (but each one of us), so that he can discover himself all over again.
If this is the truth, then all of our lives are essentially meaningless; our interactions are false and nihilism does describe the true nature of our world.  So don't bother to do anything at all, and especially don't bother with spiritual attainment.  After all, God is playing the game best when he is convinced he is not God.  Why end the game?...only to have to play it all over again?  (fear of death issues in this...per our recent discussion).
But if as per Thelemic Doctrine, we are each stars; we are each omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent...if we are each gods; no matter that there is still one primordial creative force (the Aethyr) called God, and with legions of lesser demi-gods; such as the planets, et al...but if this is so...then our interactions are true and we are real.  And life gets the meaning (opposite of nihilism) that we install into it.  Even life itself becomes a virtue and our interactions become sacraments.
Per Dion Fortune: One has to be careful with her.  She had three stages in her life and in her writings.  The first, where the Mystical Qabalah was written, was a mystical Christianity.  But she evolved; moving eventually to a mystical Paganism that ultimately led her to recognize Crowley as the Beast wherein she became a Thelemite.
In the Mystical Qabalah, she is still buying the ridiculous notion of the Christists; that God is some Santa in the sky with his tote-board making marks when we do good and bad deeds.  Heaven, Hell and Purgatory are the ludicrous ideas of the Roman church; their only function being to instill fear and slavery into the minds of their adherents.
And this idea that the microcosm (humanity) was equivocated to the anus by the ancients is completely false.  The Qabalistic teaching on the microcosm is that humanity is this microcosm...an identical copy of God.  And it is why the Bible says that God made man in his image.
Of course, Thelemic Doctrine says that as copies of God, we are gods.
"Every man and every woman is a star."
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Interesting death as a marriage feast..?.. Gives new meaning to the marriage at cana 

When jesus says woman it isnot my time?

Perhaps he was referring to death?>

if he was attending a funeral ( Hm bears further considerartion of what The Zohar means and how prevalent it was in the 
early centuries

I just wondered if that might be cause for some re reading of Jewish Documents?

Early texts and such

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Yes, I think it important to interpret all texts composed in those days; the Old and New Testaments as well as the Gnostic scriptures, in context with their cultural idioms.  This is one of the things that Blavatsky has done so brilliantly in both Isis Unveiled and the Secret Doctrine.  There's so much along these lines that I have not included in my comments on these books that I have been sending to the list; as they've been outside the scope of our discussion.  But they are well worth reading and I would hope that you take the time to read both these works.  Still, there's much that I have commented on and it would also be worthwhile to go through these in our egroup archives.
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Paul,

 
To further some thoughts..maybe they relate to your topic.  I was also reading a couple of nights ago, Knights Qabbalistic SymbolismChapter 14 Malkuth Line 14  "To the wider consciousness the womb is a grave and the grave a womb.  The evolving soul, entering upon life, bids farewell to his friends who mourn him, and taking his courage in both hands and facing the great ordeal and submitting to suffering, enters upon life.  His first action in life is to draw breath.  His second action with that breath is set up a cry of distress, because has entered upon the task of life with grief; and his aim in life is to make life bearable.  But when he enters the grave he passes through a gateway into the wider life of consciousness; and when the Initiate would pass to the wider life of consciousness, he passes to it through a gateway which symbolizes death; and by his death to the things of desire he obtains freedom, and as one dead he walks among men.  

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
I see two problems in this passage; the first, that fear of death that we've been talking about.  Why do we need to keep up such beliefs as reincarnation and the heaven/hell complex?  In the A.'.A.'., the Adept is given the work of discovering his or her past incarnations.  And this clearly suggests some form of transmigration is actual for at least some.  But the belief in this and the teaching of this in any outer forum lends more confusion for the sake of responding to this fear than it does any other functional purpose.
In Liber AL, NUIT says:
AL I.30:  "This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all."

The dissolution of the Soul into the fabric of the Universe (NUIT) is a joy in and of itself; whether or not the soul somehow manages to congeal to greater evolution as in the case of the work of the Adept.  The Spirit is unalterable as it is a spark of the Aethyr; and is pure energy, which cannot be destroyed.  The pain of division is the ignorance of our starry nature in the fabric of NUIT.  And so she bids that we must come to her.
AL I.58:  "I give unimaginable joys on earth: certainty, not faith, while in life, upon death; peace unutterable, rest, ecstasy; nor do I demand aught in sacrifice."

Once having attained to the consciousness of our starry natures, the certainty of who and what we are becomes our guiding force and again, any fear of death is obliterated and we can then focus on that seed of Spirit inside of us; our HADIT.  But this is not possible as long as any fear or doubt remains; per HADIT in Liber AL:
AL II.46:  "Dost thou fail?  Art thou sorry?  Is fear in thine heart?"

AL II.47:  "Where I am these are not."

For all these ego-losers, chasing their fears, there is no attainment; or at least it is mistaken for annihilation (annihilation of the ego) in their nihilistic self-destruction.  But even worse is their doctrine of sorrow; carried from Buddhism and installed into Christianity.  This Mr. Knight affirms in his own philosophy and should be appalling to Thelemites.  Thelemic Doctrine stands in contradistinction to this morbidity.
AL II.9:  "Remember all ye that existence is pure joy; that all the sorrows are but as shadows; they pass & are done; but there is that which remains."

93/93
pj
What about the Pain of Joy and the Dissolution of Division? 
Derek

Hi Derek,
93
I'm not sure what you're asking here.
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If Fortune is assuming the thing you state regarding her Chritist mentation, I don't directly see it, only because I simply see what she states as an anomolie on the Tree, just as that an anomolie within a defined Sephirah.  ANd I am not at all challenging you observations...not yet anyhow.

 
Number Two:  Re: your concern about the idea of God becoming human...My thoughts -It seems you might be caught up in the Anthropomorphic Idea which there are many problems...I know it may seem like a bold statement to one who is one the verge of adept hood;if not, so.  I know you understand this but, I see that this Thing...God?...as Force, and inferences of the Tree  are here made.  From Absolute Force to AbsoluteManifestation.  Also what comes to mind is...God has no eyes like we do...etc...who's lonely now?

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
You:
 If Fortune is assuming the thing you state regarding her Chritist mentation, I don't directly see it, only because I simply see what she states as an anomolie on the Tree, just as that an anomolie within a defined Sephirah.  ANd I am not at all challenging you observations...not yet anyhow. 
 me:
An "anomilie on the Tree"?  I'm not sure what you mean by this.   
You:
 Number Two:  Re: your concern about the idea of God becoming human...My thoughts -It seems you might be caught up in the Anthropomorphic Idea which there are many problems...I know it may seem like a bold statement to one who is one the verge of adept hood;if not, so.  I know you understand this but, I see that this Thing...God?...as Force, and inferences of the Tree  are here made.  From Absolute Force to AbsoluteManifestation.  Also what comes to mind is...God has no eyes like we do...etc...who's lonely now? 
me:
First let me clarify; I don't see myself on the verge of becoming an Adept.  Per my allegedly being caught up in the anthropomorphic idea, I'm not sure what you mean by this either.  For that matter, implying that God is lonely would require to one to assign a human personality to the Godhead; an anthpomphosization.
To state as I have done, that God is ineffable, is to state that God is outside and well beyond human conception.
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Paul,
 
 you sayeth:
 
And this idea that the microcosm (humanity) was equivocated to the anus by the ancients is completely false.  The Qabalistic teaching on the microcosm is that humanity is this microcosm...an identical copy of God.  And it is why the Bible says that God made man in his image.
Of course, Thelemic Doctrine says that as copies of God, we are gods.
"Every man and every woman is a star."
 
 
And I:
 
The Anus also refers to the area in which the Mulhadara chakra, coccygeal plexus, is located. 

Per Wikapedia:

The coccyx provides an attachment for nine muscles, such as the gluteus maximus, and those necessary for defecation.

 
I gotta go...

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
All the Chakkras and indeed the whole of the human body/mind/soul complex makes up the microcosm...including all of the Sefirot, as they exist through the body.  To equivocate the anus to the microcosm is in error.
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YOU
AL I.30:  "This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all."

 

Me :
What about "the Pain of Joy  is all and the Dissolution of Division is nothing"

 

What could be said of this,  that could be said of your quote above?

 

 

Maybe this is the problem I am having with Crowleys Liber VII, that we spoke of.  This LOVE for God..One would seem to have to have some kind of Idea(anthropomorphization) of it.   And then to rail and swoon over that object seems like an individual morbidly falling in Love and having some type of orgiastic spasmoidal ejaculation over an IDEA...????

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
I think I'm beginning to understand what you're trying to say; and your exception seems well noted.  What you seem to be seeing is the seeming contradiction between the ineffable nature of God and idolization of God that is used in Liber VII for the Bhakti Yoga that produces the love song.  These idolizations are alleghorical symbols and should not be construed to be denoting some finite god.  
And per my commentary to these verses, you'll see that these symbols pertain to elements of the soul of the adorer; not to the Godhead itself.  But perhaps, it may be argued that the Prologue indicates otherwise.  This still would be in error; so let's examine it together.  The text in bold is Nemo's (Crowley's) comments; the italic text are my original comments (done in the late 90s ev) and of course, the normal text is of the holy book.  My present analysis will be in blue:
 
PROLOGUE OF THE UNBORN

 

Comment pencilled Sol in 20 [degrees] [Pisces] An. V [March 10-11, 1910ev] by NEMO.

 

1. Into my loneliness comes --


"loneliness".  i.e. of Babe of Abyss.
We are taught that to successfully traverse the Abyss, we must throw off all elements of ego, all attainments, et al...so that there is nothing for us to cling to...the ultimate act of trust in the Universe.
 

2. The sound of a flute in dim groves that haunt the uttermost hills.


"flute".  The flute of Pan.
And so it is at this point, that the sound of Pan (Guardian of the Abyss...one of three attributed here) or should we say, some essence only describable in poetic terms?  I think so.  The poetry is extended to provide a landscape; something not actually of the Abyss and so it is not a description but an alleghory.
 

3. Even from the brave river they reach to the edge of the wilderness.


"river".  Phrath.  [One of the four rivers of Eden in Genesis.]


"wilderness".  The Abyss where is Choronzon.
Choronzon is one of the other Guardians of the Abyss.  And the symbolic description of this as a wilderness is consistent with the "uttermost hills" given above.  Further, the wilderness has the connotation of desolation.
 

4. And I behold Pan.


"Pan".  Sire of NEMO.
Pan is the all-Begetter; in essence, the father of us all.  But is this beholding an apprehension of a finite form?...in the Abyss?  No, not at all; per above, this is the lull of the flute as it whistles through the hillside...and I wax poetic, myself.  But how else can I comment on something that in itself is but a poetic rendering of the ineffable?
 

5. The snows are eternal above, above --


"snows".  The three Supernals.

 

6. And their perfume smokes upward into the nostrils of the stars.


"stars".  Nuith.
Nuit is the third Guardian.  The "nostrils of the stars" is clearly a poetic alleghory; we have but to remember that NUIT is NOT.  Though we refer to her as "she", this is only the limitation of our language and not our assertion of her as a finite being.
 

7. But what have I to do with these?


"I" have nothing to do with these...

 

8. To me only the distant flute, the abiding vision of Pan.


"I" am not as the prophet is in a state of Samadhi...
Per my comment above, Nemo's beholding of Pan is the sound of the flute; not some graphic apprehension of a finite being.
 

9. On all sides Pan to the eye, to the ear;


In the Great Sea of Binah.

 Pan then is all about; having no corporal body to be beheld as an object before Nemo.
 

10. The perfume of Pan pervading, the taste of him utterly filling my mouth, so that the tongue breaks forth into a weird and monstrous speech.


Hence, the Prophet speaks.

 

11. The embrace of him intense on every centre of pain and pleasure.


Each chakkra is enflamed.

 

12. The sixth interior sense aflame with the inmost self of Him,


The third eye, the Ajna chakkra is given to seeing this great vision.

 

13. Myself flung down the precipice of being


From Chesed to Binah.
The King (Chesed) falls to the Abyss; lured by the sound of the flute.  Up to this point, the lyric of this Prologue has been of 'I', 'me' and 'my' ... still radiating the ego or that which perceives.
 

14. Even to the abyss, annihilation.


That annihilation that enables one to cross the Abyss.
But now, the annihilation of this ego; the loss of all that pertains to self.
 

15. An end to loneliness, as to all.


For there are other Masters in the City of the Pyramids.

As there is no self, there is no-thing to be lonely.
 

16. Pan! Pan! Io Pan! Io Pan!


And what is to come in this Holy Book is the recording of what the Prophet beheld.
And so the ultimate devotion; the ultimate Bhakti; a cry to Pan, the ALL without apprehension of self...only Pan!
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Paul, 

YOU 
An "anomilie on the Tree"?  I'm not sure what you mean by this.  
 
Me now:
 
...a symbol...we can make assumptions and have direct contact with that symbol...but until we know it or realize it, or understand it, it is an anomolie .  I also think that the Tree is a singular major Key/Symbol that will unlock greater knowledge...only speculation though.

 
YOU

First let me clarify; I don't see myself on the verge of becoming an Adept.  Per my allegedly being caught up in the anthropomorphic idea, I'm not sure what you mean by this either.  For that matter, implying that God is lonely would require to one to assign a human personality to the Godhead; an anthpomphosization.
To state as I have done, that God is ineffable, is to state that God is outside and well beyond human conception.
93/93
 
Me now:
 
Even to make a statement or ad an adjective to the term God would seem an anthropomorphization.
I was saying never-the-less, the idea of God as Force pushed through the birth canal of The Tree Of "Life"
to become here to Malkuths' dense form, and heated back, and sent to the top of the condenser tube. only to be made more pure.
As above so below.
 
I Was not alleging anything just in that it seems hard to discuss God concept without tainting it with our conceptulizations.

 
Sometimes my ideas are not as developed as yours are, so many times what is obvious to you, I may not know that you know certain things, firstly, and secondly it may not be obvious to me.  But I think I may be trying to speak to the group at times and not directly you personally. 
Derek

Hi Derek,
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My reply is in red... 

Paul, 

YOU 
An "anomilie on the Tree"?  I'm not sure what you mean by this.  
Me now:
...a symbol...we can make assumptions and have direct contact with that symbol...but until we know it or realize it, or understand it, it is an anomolie .  I also think that the Tree is a singular major Key/Symbol that will unlock greater knowledge...only speculation though. 
An anomaly is an inconsistency or deviation; so to say there's some anomaly on the Tree because one does not fully understand some component of the Tree makes no sense.  Your intuition is correct; when you say that the Tree is a symbol that will unlock a greater kowledge or Gnosis.  For that which you don't understand, yet; or that which you yet, don't understand, keep up your studies and ritual work...and you will come to understand. 
 
YOU

First let me clarify; I don't see myself on the verge of becoming an Adept.  Per my allegedly being caught up in the anthropomorphic idea, I'm not sure what you mean by this either.  For that matter, implying that God is lonely would require to one to assign a human personality to the Godhead; an anthpomphosization.
To state as I have done, that God is ineffable, is to state that God is outside and well beyond human conception.
Me now:
Even to make a statement or ad an adjective to the term God would seem an anthropomorphization. 
This is the limitation of language; to use words to describe the ineffable pushes us to poetry and music...symbols, sounds, adjectives and allegories. 
I was saying never-the-less, the idea of God as Force pushed through the birth canal of The Tree Of "Life"
to become here to Malkuths' dense form, and heated back, and sent to the top of the condenser tube. only to be made more pure.
As above so below. 
In Alchemy, a substance is purified and ultimately, elevated; doing the evolutionary job that nature also does, but on an accelerated pace.  In your example, you suggest that God becomes impure only to be made pure again.  This is the meaningless assertion of what I have referred to as the nihilistic/ego-loser philosophers.
Rather to say, the Universe (Multiverse) itself is God and all that is beyond this Multiverse is God, with each of its tiniest elements also being God and infinite and ineffable, in a continual sacramental interplay...well then, our interactions become real...God-to-God.  Then we perceive Love as the nature of the Universe and not Maya.  Our interactions are the force of Will; supported and upheld by this Love.
It then becomes incumbent upon us to act and become; this is what is meant by True Will.  We've talked about Pure Will on this list, in the past.  But of True Will, I would say it is not something to be discovered; such would imply pre-destination and we would be back to the nihilistic ideology.  Rather it is something for us to create as we each involve ourselves with our individualized essence; our starry nature.
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I think what was meant to ref. of the anus was that is corresponds to Malkuth microcosmically.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Actually, it's the feet that would be attributed to Malkuth.  The anus would be attributed to Yesod.
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Normally the feet as Malkuth is what I read and the Genitalia as Yesod.  It is worth keeping it in mind as we go through our studies.

 
The same with that concept by Wm. Gray regarding the "Arim", which I have not come across again as of yet.

 
Fortune had stated "This idea is further carried out in the curious symbolism of the ancients which declared the correspondences in the microcosm to be with the anus. "  I wouldn't think this was something "she" just made up. 

 
I am still checking out your previous Email.

Derek

Hi Derek,
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Per our phone conversation last night; the 'creative license' that most authors in the Magickal Community take when it comes to writing on the Qabalah is quite frequent.  The paragraph you read me from William Gray's book where he says the letters are arbitrarily placed on the tree to simply label the lesser paths, is but pure ignorance with even a precursory reading of the Sepher Yetzirah showing them to have a greater importance.  And as we've both checked Hebrew dictionaries and other sources for this word: 'arim' and found that it doesn't exist at all; much less to be a label for some world between the Supernals and the Three-fold Veil of the Negative.
Further, one really has but to consider the many taboos of the Christist mentality to see why Dion Fortune would come up with such a misnomer as equating the microcosm with the anus.  Remember, she was also writing this during her Christian phase and in the Victorian Era.  I've been through an awful lot of ancient literature from Egyptian, Sumerian, Mayan, Hindu and Hebrew cultures and never once has anything like this ever been said.
The study of the Golden Dawn system is already a secondary source, with these authors taking their ideas from Mathers work and then combining it with their own creative thoughts on Magick; never seeming to have gone to the original sources at all.
Getting back to the letters and the ubsurd position William Gray takes on them; right at the beginning of the Zohar, comes an exposition on the holy nature of the letters:
THE MYSTICISM OF THE ALPHABET.
Rabbi Chananya spake, and said: "Before creation began, the alphabetical letters were in reversed order; thus, the two first words in the Book of Genesis, berashith, bara, begin with B; the next two, Alhim, ath, with A. Why did it not commence with A, the first letter? The reason of this inversion is as follows: For two thousand years before the creation of the world the letters were concealed and hidden, being objects of divine pleasure and delight.
"When the Divine Being, however, willed to create the world, all the letters appeared before his presence in their reverse order. Th first ascended and. said: 'Lord of the Universe! let it please thee to create the world by me, as I am the final letter of the word Emeth (truth), which is graven on thy signet ring. Thou thyself art called Emeth, and therefore it will become thee, the great King, to begin and create the world by me.' Said the Holy One (blessed be He): 'Thou, oh, Teth, are indeed worthy, but I cannot create the world by thee; for thou art destined to be not only the characteristic emblem borne by faithful students of the law, from beginning to end, but also the associate of Maveth (death), of which thou art the final letter. Therefore the creation of the world cannot, must not, be through thee.'
"After Th had disappeared, Sh ascended and said: 'I pray thee, Lord of the Universe, as bearing thy great name Shaddai (almighty), to create the world by me, by the holy name that becometh thee only.' Said the Holy One: 'Thou art truly, oh, Schin, worthy, pure and true; but letters that go to form lying and falsehood will associate themselves with thee, viz.: Koph (Q) and Resh (R), and with thee will make up SheQeR (a lie), Falsehood, in order that it may be received and credited, some first with the appearance of truth (Sh), which thou representest, and for this reason I will not create the world by thee.' So Schin departed and Q and R, having heard these words, dared not present themselves before the divine presence.
2b-3a "TZ then went before him, saying: 'Because I mark the Zaddikim (the righteous), and thou thyself nearest me in thy name, Zaddik (righteous), and also it is written "The righteous Lord loveth righteousness,"Ps. 9:8 it will become thee to create the world by me.' Then said the Holy One: "Zaddi, Zaddi, thou art truly righteous, but thou must keep thyself concealed, and thy occult meaning must not be made known or become revealed; and therefore thou must not be used in the creation of the world. Thy original form was a rod, symbol of the female principle, surmounted by Yod, a letter of the holy Name, and also of the Holy Covenant, and emblem of the male principle. (By this, reference is made to the first man, who was androgynous, with faces turning one to the right, the other to the left, as symbolized in the figure of Zaddi in the Hebrew alphabet). But the time will come that thou shall be divided, and thy faces shall then be turned to each other.'
"Zaddi then departed, and P ascended and said: 'I am the beginning of the salvation (Peragna) and deliverance (Peduth) thou will execute in the world. It will be fitting to create it by me.' 'Thou art worthy,' replied the Holy One, 'but thou also givest rise to Evil (Peshang), and in thy form resemblest those animals who walk with drooping heads, like wicked men who go about with bowed heads and extended hands. I will not, therefore, create the world by thee.'
"To the letter Ayin, the initial of the word Avon (iniquity), though it claimed the origination of Anava (Modesty), the holy One said: 'I shall not create the world by thee.' And forthwith Ayin departed.
"S then went and pleaded: 'I am near (Samich) to the fallen ones, as it is written: "The Lord upholdeth (soumekh) all them that fall."'Ps. 145:14 'Thou must return, Samich, to thy place,' was the reply of the Holy One, 'and must not leave it; for if thou dost, what will become of the fallen, who will need and look to thee for aid and support?'
"Samich forthwith returned, and was followed by N, who said: 'Oh, thou Holy One! that thou mayest be venerated in praises (Nura tehillim), and also because the praise of the righteous will be a Nava (delight), let it please thee to create the world by me.' To whom he replied: 'Nun, return thou to thy place with the fallen (Nephelim), for whose sake Samich hath gone back to her place, and lean for support upon her.'
"M then followed after, saying: 'Thou wilt by me be called Melech (King).' 'Truly so,' said He, 'but I will not, for all that, create the world by thee. Go back at once to thy place with thy companion letters, L and CH; for there must be a King, and for the world to be without one would not be seemly.'"
AT that moment bh descended from off the throne of light and splendor, exclaiming: "I am thy glory, create the world by me." As it stood trembling with excitement before the Holy One, two hundred thousand worlds together with the throne itself were seized with a sudden tremor and seemed ready to fall. "Caph, Caph!" cried the Holy One, "what hast thou done? I will not create the world by thee, for thou beginnest bhala (ruin, loss). Return at once to thy place on the throne of glory and abide there!" Then Caph retired and went back to its place.
I next appeared and claimed that being the initial letter in the divine name IHVH, it was the best for the work of creation. But the Holy One replied: "Let it suffice thee to be what thou art, chief letter in my name and foremost in all my designs, thou must remain where and as thou art!"
Then came I and spake before the Eternal One: "Create the world by me, for in me alone is thy goodness (Tobh) and uprightness, both attributes of thee." "I will not, Oh Teth," replied the Holy One, "use thee in the creation of the world, because the goodness within thee is hidden and concealed from sight as it is written, "How great is thy goodness which thou hidest for them that fear thee."Ps. 31:19 Seeing thou wilt remain invisible to the world, I am about to create, and furthermore because of the goodness hidden within thee, the gates of the temple will sink into the earth as it is written, 'Her gates are sunk into the ground,'Lam. 2:9 and besides all this, thou with thy comrade the letter Heth (bh) composed sin. Therefore, these letters will never enter in the names of the twelve holy tribes." On hearing these words bh went not before the Holy One, but returned at once to its place.
Z then went up and urged its claim, saying: "Thy children will through me keep the Sabbath, as it is written: 'Remember (Zecor) the Sabbath to keep it holy."Ex. 20:8 "Thou, Oh Zain," replied the Holy One, "art of too warlike a form, resembling as thou dust a spear. I cannot use thee in the creation of the world."
When Z heard this decision, like N it retired and gave place to V, who said: "I am a letter in thy holy name." The eternal one answered and said: "Remain contented, Oh V that together with H you are in the great name. I shall not choose you by whom to create the world."
D, accompanied by G, went before the divine presence. To them it was said, "Let it suffice you, that so long as you are conjoined and associated, there will always be the poorDeut 15:11 on the earth who will need succor and help. Daleth (D)--poverty and Gimel (G)--help or the benefactor. Therefore both of you keep together, the one helping the other." (In the Hebrew alphabet G and D are successive letters).
Then came B and said: "Create the world by me, because I am the initial letter of beracha (blessing) and through me all will bless thee, both in the world above as in the world below." "Truly, Oh B," said the Holy One, "I will surely create the world by thee only."
Hearing these words, A remained in its place and went not into the divine presence, who therefore exclaimed "Aleph (A) Aleph! why comest thou not before me as all the other letters?" Then replied A: "Lord and sovereign of the universe, it is because I have observed that (B excepted) they have returned as they went, without success. Why, therefore, should I come before thee, since thou hast already given to B the great and precious gift we all of us craved and desired. Moreover, it becometh not the monarch of the universe to withdraw and take back his presents from one subject and give them to another." To these words the Holy One responded: "Aleph, Aleph! Thou shalt be the first of all letters and my unity shall be symbolized only by thee. In all conceptions and ideas human or divine, in every act and deed begun, carried on and completed, in all of them shalt thou be the first, the beginning."
Therefore did the holy one make the letters of the celestial alphabet, capitals, and those of the earthly, small, each corresponding to one another. Therefore also the Book of Genesis begins with two words whose initials are B, viz.: Braeshith, Bara (in the beginning created) followed by two others, whose initials are A, viz., Alhim, ath (God, the substance of) to show that the letters of these alphabets celestial and earthly are one and the same by which every creature and thing in the universe has been formed and produced.
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Paul,
 
You said:
 
so to say there's some anomaly on the Tree because one does not fully understand some component of the Tree makes no sense.
 
I sayeth:
 
Anomaly

noun, plural -lies. 
	1.
	a deviation from the common rule, type, arrangement, or form. 


	2.
	someone or something anomalous: With his quiet nature, he was an anomaly in his exuberant family. 


	3.
	an odd, peculiar, or strange condition, situation, quality, etc. 


	4.
	an incongruity or inconsistency. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

 
 
Re:In your example, you suggest that God becomes impure only to be made pure again.  This is the meaningless assertion of what I have referred to as the nihilistic/ego-loser philosophers.
 
So you think that no one has any "work" to do and that we are simply pure already and ready to meet ourselves  or God "Face to Face"---maybe you not seeing where I am coming from?

and  basically it seems as though you donot agree with the Cabbalistic process of pure Force becoming into Manifestation...Spirit evolvolving into  Matter,  based on the way I am interpreting your comments.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
First, in not understanding some component of the Tree or anything else one may be studying, one may find what seems like an anomaly, but that is only because of a lack of comprehension at that stage of study.  It does not mean that there is an anomaly in the makeup of the Tree itself.
Per the Great Work: This is not the simplistic fairy tale that New Agers have given us; that God descends into matter to discover that he is God and start the cycle all over again.  Matter is the completion of Spirit as Spirit is the completion of Matter or "as above, so below" ... but as the Qabalah teaches: Kether is in Malkuth as Malkuth is in Kether, but after a different manner.  Each 'redeems' the other in an expression of pure Beauty that we call Tiphareth; wherein is the archetypal human that the ancients called the Adam Kadmon and more recently has been called Jesus the Christ.  And from there, really, the Great Work actually begins; the sublime sacrament that marries Matter and Spirit.
The symbolism is subtle and can be found in the description of the Master of the Temple; who attains Binah and the City of the Pyramids upon the successful crossing of the Abyss, and then is cast a star in the heavens while simultaneously seeing his or her consciousness cast down into the Ruach...the center of which is again, Tiphareth.
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Paul, Fine and well said, and there is a high degree of agreement in what you say, and I have realized, but I am trying to put together a puzzle based on this one and that one and you said.   However my questions still remains as from before, with added emphasis to particulars.

So you think that no one has any "work" to do and that we are simply pure already and ready to meet ourselves  or God "Face to Face"

 
 
Re: the anomolie, anomalie

 
Although I am but yet meager to accept  title of neophite,  My HGA tells me that we must always see the TREE as an anomlie, wether we think we understand it or not,  it must remain an open source of higher understanding and realization.  Beacouse I believe we have Work to do.     And we are not pure, Because ,  we have been spilt upon us think foul ink of Mankinds Ills.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Yes, Spirit is already pure and unalterable...it is always Divine and never degrades; we are already gods.  That doesn't mean there isn't work to do for the nature of spirit is impersonal and the nature of Soul is that it remains temporal, though personal.  Whether we gather the hints of the Qabalah and the nature of those Guardian Angels assigned to each of us and as disclosed in ancient sources (per the more than sever HPB quotes I've sent to this list), we need yet to merge this Soul with Spirit in a quintessential sacrament that has been referred to as immortality.  Though I will say, this immortality doesn't seem to be what so many people immediately presume it to be.  It seems to be a certain apprehension that I can't well describe and at my stage of development, I can only really intuit.  This means you can take what I say with a grain of salt; but you may enjoy the various GCL research documents on this; including: Liber Immortalitas vel Lucifuge, Liber Vox Viva Voce vel Video and Liber Congregus Restituo.
But one thing is for certain, we are already gods...those that have sought to rob us of our divinity have instilled this Christist conditioning into us; duping us into believing we are iniquitous.  There is no 'original sin'; humanity is not abominable, but beauteous.  Only those petty power mongers have corrupted our perceptions with their deceit; that they could gather themselves their false gold...the aggrandizement of their petty egos and their power-lust.  For more on this, you might find my comments to Liber Trigrammaton to be of interest.
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	Paul,  this was on a site I had found ...interestingthat the concern I had is a main concern of this blog.
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hi my 1st post here....I use the dreampower and merlin (though am very much a beginner with both) ...I also do Stewart's "magic"....and have attended workshops with the man....

SO Gray uses a new attribution ..well if I might mention a few things that havent been mentioned......

firstly the usual attributions (pretty much all but Gray's) are due to numbers.....take the classic Golden dawn one....the fool goes upon path 11...as it is card0....thus we take card=11+number of card....thus we can see Devil goes upon path 24.....etc etc....lets quote Gray himself on this:

"All the mystic muddle of tentative tarot and other uneccssary attributions came from the conclusions of those who failed to grasp, or deliberatly sought to obscure the significance of the paths. They are simply circuit for the energies arising from or through the sephiroth concerned. The only purpose for their numbers is to indicate the type and location of the enrgy in question. The re! al importance of the paths is their functiion and nature. If accuratre symbology can be found for this, well and good. Otherwise the issue becomes hopeless and confused" ---william G Gray (the ladder of the lights)

Stewart asserts that the Golden dawn system was given to beginners.....as aprt of their policy to root out the stupid(as was the way of doing things among the 19th century occult community)...later on they were given an alternative......

Now Gray's isnt "rigth" per se....there is no fixed attribution.....it as has been said just makes more "sense"...it relies upon meanings and not numbers....

Grays books (the previous mentioned) form the basis of Gray's "Occult" worldwide school...a school of like minded folk....called "Sangreal Solidality"...its not a rigid school...Gray merely created sign posts...its upto the school to lay the road and drive the car......So on a practical level...we can see Gray's attributioion has indeed NOT been universa! lly accepted.....but it IS used..world wide.....Gray's book "Magical r hythm mehtods" is a classic in ceremonial magic..and uses gray's attribution.....

On another note...yes indeed he was an interesting man..... http://www.ignotuspress.com/practical.html Ignotus Press publish the well worth reading Biography of Bill Gray......well worth reading for any user of magic....be you a pagan or a magician or whatever......

wonderful website on the dreampower deck/merlin deck btw......I plan to do somewthing like this myself...but on a larger scale.....I shall read through this with glee and make comments if thats ok.......I think I spotted a mistake already..ha....

must start work though
on another note Caitlin and John matthews' book "walkers between worlds" list Gray's attributes within its pages

Gray's attributres are not universally known or accepted...but thsi is mainly due toALesteir Crowley...many still seem him as th! e fount of all knowledge.....ha so untrue...too many books merely copy other books as well...

"the height of knowledge is to know nothing" ----CRC


Derek

Hi Derek,
93
What can I say?...this guy's claim to authority is that he uses the Merlin deck...not compelling for me.  And all he does is quote Gray, say Gray's correct and Crowley isn't.  I don't see that as a persuasive argument at all.
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He didn't  say Gray was right at all.

 
pjNow Gray's isnt "rigth" per se....there is no fixed attribution.....it as has been said just makes more "sense"...it relies upon meanings and not numbers....
Derek

Hi Derek,
93
My whole point has been that the very nature of the Qabalah is that it teaches that both numbers and the Hebrew alphabet have meaning; Gray defies this and yet says he is teaching the Qabalah.  The argument bears no merit as he has not shown any rationale for this, nor has he shown any authority for this.
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Nyo saying anything about weight to an argument ...just interesting that I am not alone in my curiousness regarding the same quote I read you the other day.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
Your curiosity is a good thing to have; should you suspect that there's more to this than my ready dismissal, follow it through and see if you can show the superfluous nature of the letters and numbers.
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Hi All,
93
I am beginning a 4 email series of comments on Nurho de Manhar's exposition on the Zohar.
An effort is being made here to further show the half of the Jews as well as the corresponding Thelemic and Starry Gnosis.
 

This word lily, what doth it mean and symbolize? It symbolizes the congregation of Israel; and as lilies are either red or white in color, so the members of this congregation are divided into two classes, distinguished by their rigorous justice and uprightness, or by their gentleness, kindness and compassion. 
The Lily symbolizes the sky, which is the true Israel; red and white being solar and lunar colors as are the two Great Lights and the congregation being the constellations of stars.  Note: "Every man and every woman is a star."  Beside there being an allusion to the Master of the Temple and Binah (the Lily also being a feminine symjbol),--The woman of the Masonic Eastern Star use a series of 7 colored Lillies in their symbol system; each alluding to one of the 7 Sacred Planets on the Queen color-scale--is an Earth-based star seeking union with his or her corresponding starry nature.
There is also an allusion to the two pillars, Jochim and Boaz, as well as to the Sefirahs: Geburah (Justice) and Chesed (Compassion).  Chesed is Jupiter, the King; evoking "Compassion is the vice of kings." from Liber AL.  Kings is a plural word; alluding to the ever expanding contellations of stars; modern physics now understanding the expanding nature of the Universe.  And justice is the binding force that holds these stars together; perhaps here, an allusion to Dark Matter and the contracting gravity that holds the expanding force back from tearing the Universe apart.
 

These are environed about with thirteen ways or degrees of mercy, as the lily has thirteen leaves surrounding it on all sides. Furthermore, intervening between the first and second Elohim or Alhim, mentioned in Genesis, are thirteen words corresponding to these thirteen leaves of the lily and the degrees of mercy surrounding the congregation of Israel. 
These are the 13 actual constellations on the Ecliptic; each being a symbol of the Divine Intelligence.  This is the second Elohim or congregations of Petris/Primordial Gods; the first being the 7 that represent the Sacred Planets.
 

The divine name Alhim is mentioned again, and wherefore? In order to show the symbolic meaning of the five strong leaves which surround the lily, the occult meaning of which has reference to the five ways of salvation, corresponding to five gates of mercy. Respecting this mystery of five, it is written: "I will take the cup of salvation," which is the cup of blessing, and which must stand or repose upon five fingers only, similar to the lily supported and sustained by its five strong leaves. For this reason the lily symbolizes the cup of blessing, as there are five words between the second and the third Alhim mentioned in the Book of Genesis. 
This Cup of Blessing is the body of Humanity; 5 being the number of Man--5 extensions of the torso, 5 senses and the 5 Elements.  It is then the Blood of the Saints, which is poured into the Cup of Babalon; her fornications or the Union of the Body of Stars with the  body of Man.
 

One of these words is A U R, meaning light. This light was treated and became enclosed as an embyro in the Berith, or covenant, and, entering into the lily as a principle of life, made it fruitful, and this is what is called in Scripture "fruit tree, yielding fruit whose seed is in itself"; and as this life principle, entering into the Berith, caused itself to become manifested in forty-two kinds of second matter, so has it produced the Shemhamphorash, the great and ineffable divine name of God, composed of forty-two letters, which operated in the creation of the world.
It is strange to find 42 and not 72 as the number of letters of the Shemhamphorash.  This is obviously a mistake in the text.  And the 72 sets of 3 letters (ea.) form the names of angels in the Hebrew hierarchy.
 

Rabbi Simeon spake again: "The Flowers appear on the earth." By flowers is signified the appearance of created beings on the earth. When did they appear? On the third day, when it is written: "The earth first brought forth." Then the flowers appeared on that day. 
These flowers are then the Sons and Daughters of God; the lesser gods or the Nephilim of the Enochian paradigm.
 

"The time of singing or of commingled voices and cries and noises is come," indicates the fourth day of creation, in which took place the excision of the Aretzim (the terrible one, or demons). For this reason the word Moroth (lights) is found without V and written M A R Th, meaning curse, or malediction. 
Every coin has two sides; this side being the darker side, where power resides.  Mar is also the root of the word Marduk, the Sumerian Mars.  I also find it interesting that in this essay, the first two days of creation are not explained; being the first and second Supernal Sefirot.  The first is the Creator and the separation of the waters, as the second is the male potency that puts the seed in the flower; the flower then is the third Sephirah--Binah; one of the Guardians of the Abyss.  And from this Abyss, the great N.O.X. that generates all the forms of life--Pan the All-Begetter is another guardian here, as Choronzon is the demon that resides.
The fourth day mentioned in the preceding paragraph is of the fourth Sephirah, Jupiter and brings the blessings by removing the curses as the fifth day and fifth Sephirah is its correlative curses, but also as suggested below, the energy (Mars) that brings forth abundance.
 

"The voice of the turtle" refers to the fifth day, when it is written: "The waters brought forth abundantly, and etc.," for the generation of created beings. On the sixth day it was said: "Let us make man," who in after-time would say: "Let us hear, before let us do or make." "In our land" is meant the Sabbath, symbol or type of the land of life, the world of spirits or souls, the world of resurrections or rising up to a higher life. 
All of this then culminates with an obvious allusion to Tiphareth and the nature of Initiation, which takes place in the "world of resurrecftions" and is of the higher ego that provides the "higher life."
 

"The flowers" were the fathers or pitris whose souls pre-existed in the Divine Thought, and, entering into the world to come, became concealed and hidden therein. From thence they came forth, becoming incarnated in prophets of truth. When Joseph was born they were concealed and unrecognized in him, and when he entered into the holy land he presided over them and ruled there; so then they became known. When did this occur? To this question Scripture gives answer: when the Iris, or rainbow, first appeared in the world. Then was the time of the excision or cutting of the brutal and savage and sinful from the face of the earth. Why, then, did they not perish? Why were they preserved? Because the flowers then appeared on the earth. If they had not appeared, they, the brutal and sinful ones, would have become extinct and the world would have ceased its existence. Who, then, established the world and caused the fathers to appear? It was the voice or cry of the little ones, or students of the law, and it was owing to them that the world now subsists.
These 'pitris'; these flowers manifest or incarnate and in so doing, as prophets of Tiphareth are the preservers or saviours of the world.  It is from this that both Hinduism and Christianity offer the perverted idea of a personal god that incarnates to either preserve Dharma or free us from Sin.  But rather, these prophets are the Adepts who speak the new Gnosis that is the result and proof of their success as Mages...this is the work of the Aspirant to the College of the Holy Ghost.
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It does not seem to be a mistake in the text referring to your comment I have retyped below.  I have found some literature that does correspond to the 42 letters in question.
 

The first reference I found was in The Complete Magicians Tables by Stephen Skinner.  Under Column K25 entitled The Numbers of God of Various Numbers of Letters Used in Amulets-Hebrew, therein it states The 42 letters which none correspond to the 72 letters of the Shemhamphorash by the way under the translation of the names of which there are Seven it stages :  Seven groups of 6 letters, one for each of the 7 days of the week or Seven planets. Their total equals 3703.   In the footnotes there is remark stating that there are an alternative 42 letter name which are different from those given and also do not coincide with the 72.  These were quoted as being form Reuchlin in his De Arte Cabalistica.  There is also a remark regarding that column in the Commentary section of the book.
 

In Manhars comment you listed,  says at the end of the sentence, that the 42 letters operated in the Creation of the world.  This led me think that Briah is the Creative aspect of the Tree and possible reflective connections to the Zodiac or Chokmah in which Briah constitutes.  Thereby attempting a connection to the statements above of the Seven groups of 6 letters, one for each of the 7...planets ,  I am still investigating relationships.  In fact I just stopped and opened another book referencing the 42 names and one other as well so instead of further commentary I will reference the immediate books in which anyone interested may peruse.
 

Check out A.E. Waites ,  Holy Kabbalah  Look in the Index under Names, of sacred, 42
Next check out Charles Ponce',  Kabbalah  pgs182,183 etc.
 

Have fun!

Derek
Hi Derek
93
Thanks for this!  It is interesting that Waite claims the 42 letters are permutations on the Tetragrammaton and Ponce notes that these letters were the first 42 letters of the Torah.  I actually trust Ponce as a source more than I trust Waite.  Waite seems caught up entirely in Hermetic lore whereas Ponce goes back to the pre-Hermetic Hebrew tradition.
Either way though, both are not talking about the Shemhamphoresch, which is de Manhar's error.
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Pual,

 

Ok , so you see that too.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
In typing my comments to another part of the text that I should be sending to the list tonight, I've confirmed that the 42-lettered name of god comes from Genesis and not the Tetragrammaton.  Look for my post entitled: Theosophic Zohar-Bereshith Alhim & the Starry Gnosis.
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Paul,

 Firstly it seems that Manhar is saying, at least in that one line, that Shem ha Meporesh was produced by the 42 letters.  Which seems to also correspond with some of what Ponce' says.

 

Logic is here though wethewr or not it is a true fact......It is said the first 8 words of Genesis contain the 42 letters.

 

Secondly Waite seems to dismiss it to a degree and leaves it up to the reader to further investigate it...it almost seems like he didn't want to be bothered with it or had no time to investigate it.

Derek

Hi Derek,
93
I'm not sure this works.  The Shemhamphoresch is derived from the book of Exodus; the 42 letters are of Genesis.  With that I decided to look it up and found out that these names are each then linked to the Tetragrammaton; giving credence to Waite.  I'm appending it below.
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Hi All,

93

This passage from the opening chapter of de Manhar's translation of the Zohar evokes an interesting correspondence in attitude between Liber AL and the half of the Jews that of course, is mystical in nature.

 

Said Rabbi Eleazar: "What is the occult meaning of the words, 'In the shadow of mine hand have I hid thee?'"
Rabbi Simeon replied: "When the secret doctrine and its hidden mysteries was delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai myriads of angels endeavored, through jealousy, to consume him with their fiery breath. Then the Holy One covered him with his hand, so that they did him no hurt. 
The central teaching that validates the Hebrew Qabalah is that it was given to Moses; fully encoded in the Torah.  Moses then is supposed to have delivered its secrets to his core supporters.  The connotative quality of the myth has its probative value.  But what can we make of the rebellion of the Angels challenging God's decision and even attempting to murder his chief prophet?  Fire of course has two main qualities; esoterically, it is the breath of Spirit, bringing wisdom and it has a power to destroy on the material plane.

Connotatively, great value is instilled into the Hebtrew Qabalah by the telling of this myth, and the questionable action of the angels only creates a problem, should the story be examined in a denotative manner.  This certainly seems not to be the intent by author of the Zohar.  And for that matter, the idea of rebellious angels is certainly well established in the myth of Lucifer and the Guardian Angels; moving to protect humanity from the wrath of God.

 

Also, with the word of which we have just described proceeding from human lips, it also is covered and protected from the wrath and envy of angels, until it becomes a new heaven or a new earth; for then only become they uncovered and their meaning revealed. This is furthermore shown by the words, 'Say unto Sion Ammi Atha' (thou art my people). They should rather be rendered, 'Immi Atha' (thou art with me), with me as an associate, just as my word was with me when I created the world, as it is written: 'By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.' And so it is with words containing mysteries of the secret doctrine uttered by us. We become creators, and happy- am! blessed are they who consecrate themselves to the study and teaching of this holy science and knowledge. 
Even for the Jews who possess the half; the essential divinity of humanity is clearly asserted here.  Being co-creators with God clearly suggests that we are equal to this Elohim...we are of the company of heaven; reminiscent of AL I.2 "The unveiling of the company of heaven."  Crowley's comments are particularly interesting here (those in italics belong to Motta):

 

2. Pantheism of AL.

The Book of the Law shows forth all things as God.
2. This book reveals the divine nature of each individual consciousness.
 

THE OLD COMMENT
This book is a new revelation, or unveiling of the old ones.
 

THE NEW COMMENT
This explains the general theme of this revelation: gives the Dramatis Personae, so to speak.  It is cosmographically, the conception of the two ultimate ideas; Sapce, and That which occupies Space.  It will however appear later that these two ideas may be resolved into one, that of Matter; with Space, its 'Condition' or 'form', included therein.  This leaves the idea of 'Motion' for Hadit, whose interplay with Nuit makes the Universe.
Time should perhaps be considered as a particular kind or dimension of Space.  <<In "Berashith" all qualities whatsoever are considered as so many dimensions.  I see no reason, 19 years later, for receding from this view.>>  Further, this verse is to be taken with the next.The 'company of heaven' is Mankind, and its 'unveiling' is the assertion of the independent godhead of every man and every woman!  Further, as Khabs (see verse 8) is "Star", there is a further meaning; this Book is to reveal the Secret Self of a man, i.e. to initiate him.  Or of a woman, and initiate her.  As to the meaning of the verses, there are at least four Great Meanings, one for each of the Four Ordeals mentioned the Chapter Three, vv. 64-67.  Besides these, there are subsidiary meanings which depend on the Grade of the Commentator, or the Grade of the Reader.  This is one of the reasons why this matter of commentaries is so difficult, and why any commentary must not be taken too seriously.  The Four Great Meanings, of course, are beyond any danger of being confused, since they are experienced in Trance, and independent of Reason.  They cannot be communicated through the intellect.  Even the most accurate attempt to do so misleads.

 

Returning to de Manhar's translation:

If, however, you say that such a word may proceed from or be spoken by one who has no knowledge or understanding of sacred mysteries, observe that, if this should happen, then the word spoken by one who is ignorant of the secret doctrine is seized hold of by a demon called aishtahphucoth (froward lips), who casts it into the great abyss when it becomes a false heaven, and know as Tohu (vanity). When this heaven of falsehood is formed, forthwith it becomes united with another demon named esithzenonim (or lady of seductions), who causeth the ruin and destruction of thousands and as long as this false heaven subsists and power and rule predominate. Therefore is it written: 'Woe unto you who draw iniquity (avon) with cords of vanity and sin (hatah), as with a cart rope.' What is Hatah? It is this seductress who, proceeding from this world of vanity, destroyeth the children of man. The cause of all this is the student who has not attained to the wisdom and science of an initiate or master. God preserve us from becoming such! See to it, therefore, that ye let not a single word escape your lips concerning divine mysteries without understanding or before consulting with a master that ye may not be originators of Hatah, and thus cause the destruction and ruin of many souls."
This evokes my article on Morals & Magickal Integrity, but goes even further.  Each word we speak has this creative power; and certainly in Magick we are taught the power of the 'word'.  For that matter, the Word is integral to the nature of divinity in humanity as shown well in Gnostic and Christian scriptures.

Also of interesting note is the concept of heaven; each word creating a different heaven, such as vanity.  This also corresponds with Christian teaching that heaven is a state of mind; though modern Christism has perverted this entirely.
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The fear of God is integral to the Judeo-Christian tradition. However, it's interpretation has always been given by the slave-consciousness that has existed since Constantine's perversion of Christianity.  Fear can really be re-framed back to what seems its original intent; respect.  There is no threat of hell in the modern conception of the term, as eternal damnation and torture; simply the spiritual potency that comes from the acknowledgement of divinity.

 

RABBI ELEAZAR spake and said: "How great is thy goodness which thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee" (Ps. xxxi. 19). How exceedingly great the celestial happiness which the Holy One has prepared for those who are pure in heart and mind and delight in the study of the divine law, when they ascend into the higher and diviner life. The scripture does not only say thy goodness, but the great abundance of thy goodness. What do these words comprehend? It will be one of the great enjoyments of those who attain to the higher life, to live in the presence of the Eternal One who is known to them as "Abundant Goodness" and who in scripture is referred to as "the great good to the house of Israel, or children of light." 
As I have asserted in my article on the Starry Gnosis, Israel is the Starry Sky or the Universe itself.  The last sentence validates this; and as much, also evokes the Sons and Daughters of Light, so important to both the Qabalah and the Enochian formulary.

 

Again, "How great is thy goodness," words wherein is contained the mystery of Hochma (Wisdom) which includes all mysteries and therefore is designated or called Mah (how.) "Thy goodness" is the light created on the first day. "Which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee" signifies the garden of Eden of which it is written: "The place, O Lord, which thou hast made for them to dwell in" (Ex. xv. 17). "Before the sons of Men," viz., the soul:; of the just who, on their ascension into Paradise, became clothed with bright ethereal raiment and in their forms resemble those they bore on the earth plane. 
The foundation for the 'body of glory' as taught in Roman Catholicism comes from this verse.  And this works with the Christist conception of Heaven and Hell.  But without this, it must have a much different meaning.  And here, we can easily deduce that the reference here is to the form of the astral (soul) body.

 

After abiding there a short space of time, they mount up to the celestial college in the higher Eden, where, after bathing in perfumed rivers, they come forth at times, appearing to man, on whose behalf they perform miracles like the angels from on high and similar to what we have ourselves just experienced. We have seen the light of the sacred lamp, but alas! that we have not learned and acquired more of the secret doctrine of Wisdom.
This is the key theory of the Merkabah tradition from which the Qabalah originates; the astral body travels to the 7 heavens where mystical information is provided to the Mage.  The invocation of Angels through the use of Talismans and other associated props (as detailed in 777) has always been the means for these invocations.

 

Then spake Rabbi Abba. It is written: "And Manoah said to his wife, 'We shall surely die for we have seen God'" (Judges xiii. 22). Although Manoah knew not who had spoken to him, yet he imagined it was the divine Being of whom it is affirmed "No man can see my face and live." We ourselves have been blessed with the celestial light that has been with us on our way, and whom the Holy One has sent to us in order to make known and reveal to us secret wisdom. Happy are we!
The Sacred Lamp is the key weapon of the Dominus Liminis Grade of the A.'.A.'.  It is the lamp of spirit and the means of attraction for the Holy Guardian Angel.  It is the H.G.A. that guides the way of the Aspirant on attaining to its knowledge in the College of the Rosy Cross.

 

Then went they on their way and arrived at a hillside as the sun was about to set. The leaves of the trees in a neighboring grove stirred by a gentle breeze began in sweet cadences to hymn their praises to the Creator and heard by the travellers wending their way, a voice cried: "Children of the great Divine who go down and mingle with mortals on the earth plane, and who reflect the light of your learning in the celestial college, assemble and gather yourselves together in your usual places for instruction in the secret doctrine." Then another voice exclaimed: "Ye great and honored teachers, behold, the Master sits on his throne!" Then another voice, in great and mighty tones, cried aloud: "The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars" (Ps. xxix. 5). Rabbi Eleazar and Rabbi Abba at once prostrated themselves with their faces on the earth and trembled greatly. At last, rising, they fled hastily away and stayed not to listen longer, but proceeded on their way.
The "Children of the great Divine" are the Sons and Daughters of God, clearly named on the Sigillum Dei Aemeth, from which the whole Enochian system is developed.  These names are Qabalistic and Pseudpegriphic in origin and form a key part of the "half" of the Jews, esteemed in Liber AL.

 

On arriving at the house of Rabbi Jose, son of Rabbi Simeon, son of Leconga, they beheld Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai there, and were exceeding glad. Said Rabbi Simeon: I know your journey has been a wonderful and marvellous one. We were sleeping when you went forth and we saw with you Benaiah the son of Jehoida and who had brought two crowns from the Aged One wherewith to bedeck you. Truly the Holy One was with you. Furthermore, if I had not seen this in a vision, I should have divined from your looks what has happened unto you. Said Rabbi Abba: What thou sayest is true, and the words of a sage are of more worth than those of a prophet. Rabbi Eleazar then recounted to his father all that had happened to them. Rabbi Simeon trembled and said: "Oh, Lord, I have heard thy speech and was afraid" (Habac. iii. 1). These words were uttered by the prophet Habacuc. After dying he was resuscitated and brought back to life by Elisha, the prophet and seer. Wherefore was he called Habacuc? Because of the words of Elisha to his mother: "About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son" (II. Kings iv. 16). In Hebrew the word embrace is expressed by the word habac. The prophet Habacuc was the son of the Shunamite woman and was so named because he was once embraced by his mother and again by Elisha as the scripture relates. "And he put his mouth upon his mouth" (II. Kings iv. 34). 
The key operation of the Merkabah tradition is to induce a form of trance that brings one to the 7 heavens.  This can also come from dreams, as is suggested so clearly throughout the Bible, but the state of trance is most profound and can make the body seem as if dead; note Habacuc's resucscitation.

 

In an ancient book written by King Solomon, I have read that the seventy-two sacred divine names of the Holy One imprinted on the body of every mortal born into the world, had faded and become obliterated from the form of the Shumanite's son when he died. After Elisha the prophet had embraced him, these names containing two hundred and sixty letters reappeared, hence his name Habacuc, the numerical value of the letters composing it, being equal to 260. This is why Habacuc said: "I have heard thy speech and was afraid, that is, what I must experience or pass through in the world and was afraid. Oh, Lord! grant that thy work which time hast performed through me in my two lives may endure.
Here again, I find some confusion relating to the Shemhamphoresch; the 72-lettered name formulates 72 angelic names of 3 letters each.  This brings us to 216 letter and not 260.  And I can't figure out how Habacuc equals 260:

 

H (Heh) =5

A (Aleph) =1

B (Beth) =2

A=1

C (*) = *

U=6

C = *

 

* Cheth = 8; or if this transliterates from Kaph, it then equals 10.  This leaves us with only two possible values, 31 or 33.  31 is interesting to Thelemites as it is the Key to AL and 33 is the Qabalistic crown that is significant in Masonry as well.  Perchance that we can transliterate from Qoph, which equals 100, we can get the value up to 215; a numbetr that has no obvious significance.
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This passage opens by presenting the stars as the visible creation of the invisible god.  And by connected Aleh (these things) and Mi (who) reversed, create the word Alhim.  The starry sky itself is the cast reflection of the body of God; the Universal Mind--meaning it is the personality of God.  I am not in any way trying to anthropomorphosize the divinity; we are each points of comprehension for the Universal Mind as are all things.

 

Then Rabbi Simeon, interrupting, spake, and said: "Eliezar, my son! cease thy interpretations of the words, for a profound mystery is about to be revealed, which the children of the world know nothing of, even onto this day." Rabbi Eliezar obeyed, and ceased speaking.
Rabbi Simeon for a moment was silent, and then said: "Eliezar, my son, what is the meaning of Aleh (these)? If thou sayest it includes the stars, constellations and other heavenly bodies which are visible and seen always to the eye of man and have been created by Mah, as it is written, "By the word of God the heavens were made." Aleh (these) cannot refer to things invisible, but to those that are seen. The mysterious meaning of the word was revealed to me one day that I was standing by the seashore, when Elijah, the prophet, suddenly appeared and said unto me: Rabbi! knowest thou what Aleh (these things) means? And I answered and said it means the heavens and their hosts, the work of the Holy One, blessed be He, which it behooves every man to study as it is written: "When I consider the heavens the work of that fingers, etc." "Oh, Lord, our God how excellent is thy name in all the earth!" Rabbi! said Elijah, this word is an occult word, and was revealed and explained in the heavenly college thus. When the Most Secret One wished to reveal himself, He first created a point, and it became a divine Thought, in which were the ideas of all created things and forms of all things, and also that holy, glorious Light wherein was the Holy of Holies--a structure of magnificent and lofty dimensions, the work of that divine Thought and the beginning, or cornerstone, to this structure, hidden and concealed in the name as yet ineffable find known only as Mi (who), who wished to manifest itself and to be called by a name and become arrayed and clothed with a precious and resplendent garment. He therefore created Aleh (these things), which then became a part of the divine name; for these words, joined and associated together, form Alhim, which is composed of Aleh (these things), and Mi reversed and which existed not previous to this conjunction.
The very beginning of the study of the Tree-of-Life will provide the idea that the Ain Soph, deciding to incarnate, first concentrates a center by which is cast a reflection of itself.  This is the point that is depicted in Occult Science as the point that appears in the center of the circle.  Even with each of us also being gods, does Liber AL essentially assert the same:  

AL II.3:  "In the sphere I am everywhere the centre, as she, the circumference, is nowhere found."

Crowley's description of the formula of Alhim is also worth appending here:

“ALHIM”, (Elohim) is the exoteric word for Gods.

“Gods” are the Forces of Nature; their “Names” are the Laws of Nature. Thus They are eternal, omnipotent,
omnipresent and so on; and thus their “Wills” are immutable and absolute.
It is the masculine plural of a feminine noun, but its nature is principally feminine.

It represents Sakti,or Teh; femininity always means form, manifestation. The masculine Siva, or Tao, is always
a concealed force.
It is a perfect hieroglyph of the number 5. This should be studied in “A Note on Genesis” (Equinox I, II).
The Elements are all represented, as in Tetragrammaton, but there is no development from one into the
others. They are, as it were, thrown together — untamed, only sympathising by virtue of their wild and
stormy but elastically resistless energy. The Central letter is “He” — the letter of breath — and represents
Spirit. The first letter “Aleph” is the natural letter of Air, and the Final “Mem” is the natural letter of Water.
Together, “Aleph” and “Mem” make “Am” — the mother within whose womb the Cosmos is conceived.
But “Yod” is not the natural letter of Fire. Its juxtaposition with “He” sanctifies that fire to the “Yod” of
Tetragrammaton. Similarly we find “Lamed” for Earth, where we should expect Tau — in order to emphasize
the influence of Venus, who rules Libra.
“ALHIM”, therefore, represents rather the formula of Consecration than that of a complete ceremony. It is
the breath of benediction, yet so potent that it can give life to clay and light to darkness.
In consecrating a weapon, “Aleph” is the whirling force of the thunderbolt, the lightning which flameth out
of the East even into the West. This is the gift of the wielding of the thunderbolt of Zeus or Indra, the god of
Air. “Lamed” is the Ox-goad, the driving force; and it is also the Balance, representing the truth and love of
the Magician. It is the loving care which he bestows upon perfecting his instruments, and the equilibration of
that fierce force which initiates the ceremony.
The letters Aleph and Lamed are infinitely important in this Aeon of Horus; they are indeed the Key of the Book
of the Law. No more can be said in this place than that Aleph is Harpocrates, Bacchus Diphues, the Holy Ghost,
the “Pure Fool” or Innocent Babe who is also the Wandering Singer who impregnates the King’s Daughter with
Himself as Her Child; Lamed is the King’s Daughter, satisfied by Him, holding His “Sword and Balances” in
her lap. These weapons are the Judge, armed with power to execute His Will, and Two Witnesses “in whom
shall every Truth be established” in accordance with whose testimony he gives judgment.
“Yod” is the creative energy — the procreative power: and yet “Yod” is the solitude and silence of the
hermitage into which the Magician has shut himself. “Mem” is the letter of water, and it is the Mem final,
whose long flat lines suggest the Sea at Peace HB:Mem-final ; not the ordinary (initial and medial) Mem
whose hieroglyph is a wave HB:Mem.
In the symbolism above outlined, Yod is the Mercurial “Virgin Word”, the Spermatozoon concealing its light
under a cloke; and Mem is the amniotic fluid, the flood wherein is the Life-bearing Ark. See A. Crowley “The
Ship”, Equinox I, X.
And then, in the Centre of all, broods Spirit, which combines the mildness of the Lamb with the horns of the
Ram, and is the letter of Bacchus or “Christ”.
The letter He is the formula of Nuith, which makes possible the process described in the previous notes. But it is
not permissible here to explain fully the exact matter or manner of this adjustment. I have preferred the exoteric
attributions, which are sufficiently informative for the beginner.
After the magician has created his instrument, and balanced it truly, and filled it with the lightnings of his Will,
then is the weapon laid away to rest; and in this Silence, a true Consecration comes.
 

Returning to de Manhar's translation:

To this mystery the worshippers of the golden calf alluded when they cried: "Aleh is thy God, Oh, Israel! As on the work of creation, Mi remains conjoined with Aleh (these), so in the name Alhim they are always inseparable. And by reason of this unity the world abides as it is having thus spoken, Elijah disappeared, and I saw him no more. It is from him I learned the meaning of this mystery of Mi, Aleh and Alhim."
Rabbi Eliezar and the rest of the students went, and prostrating themselves before their master, said: "If we had come into the world only to hear and understand the meaning of these words, we should be satisfied." Rabbi Simeon then commenced speaking again, and said: "Thus the heaven and all its hosts have been created by means of Mah, for it is written: "When I behold the heavens. the work of that fingers, etc. Oh, Lord, our God, Mah (what) that name is excellent in all the earth." Thou who hast set thy glory above the heavens, signifying and referring 
to the ascension of Aleh in Mi, after creating one for the other and forming one name. Thus mean the words berashith, bara. Alhim, God, in the beginning created Alhim. This junction of the two words being effected, the mother lent the daughter her garments of splendor and arrayed her in her jewels; and when was this? 
The Invisible God (Ain Soph) creates the visible Gods; the Elohim (Alhim); and Thelema expands on this brilliantly as it calls the fabric of the stars Nuit, a femine ideation; the stars (Hadits) being the jewels that adorn her.

 

When all the males appeared before Alhim (God) as it is written: "All the males, three times a year shall they present themselves before the Lord, Alhim." Alhim is here called Adon, or Lord, as it is written: "Behold the ark of the covenant, Adon of all the earth." So the H from Mah, representing the female principle, went forth and was replaced by I (representing the male principle) from Mi, and thus Alhim is formed. This is the signification of the words "When I remember Aleh, I pour out my soul within me." "I have remembered this and have shed tears."
The Adon as the original god of the ancient Hebrews, had Astoreth as his concubine and counterpart.  In becoming a monotheistic culture, the Jews took the female god out of the equation.

 

That the letters, emanating one from the other, might produce Aleh and then form Alhim, according as it is written: "I will bring them down from on high into the house of Alhim below," in order to form an Alhim like Alhim above. How? By songs and thanksgiving. Rabbi Simeon ceased speaking, and his son, Rabbi Eliezar, exclaimed: "My silence has resulted in the building of a temple above and a temple below, and the old proverb has been realized--'if speech is worth a shekel, silence is worth two.' If my speech was worth a shekel, my silence was worth two; for I have learned that two worlds have been created--the heavenly and the earthly--at the same tame."
This has been a part of the wisdom of all ancient cultures, which is why the reflection of the sky has always been incorporated into building plans here on Earth; the most significant being the layout of the Egyptian pyramids.

 

Rabbi Simeon spake again: We will explain the words following those which have been quoted and explained: "That bringeth out their host by number." There are two personalities inferred, viz.: Mi and Mah---the one above, the other below. That above says "Bringeth out the host by number." It must be confessed there is none like unto hire, yet is he who bringeth forth bread from the earth, though below, one and the same. By number, amounting to six hundred thousand, "who stand together as one man." "He calls them by name." If you say by their own special name, He calls them. It is not so, because Aleh had not as yet entered into the divine name, and He was only known as Mi, and was then creating things in their own nature, and at the same time hidden and concealed in him. But as soon as Alhim was formed, as stated before, from Aleh, Mi, then, by virtue of this name, he created the universe. This is the meaning of the words: "He called by the name," his name. "By the greatness of his might"; that is, by the divine will, which in a hidden and mysterious manner and according to its good pleasure worketh and doeth all things both in the world above and the world below. "Not one faileth," meaning that of the host of six hundred thousand created and produced by the power of the name Alhim, not one is wanting or missing. Like the children of Israel, who, although punished and afflicted by plagues, yet always continued undiminished in number as they went out of Egypt, not one was missing of their six hundred thousand strong; and so shall it be with the host, both above and below, not one shall be wanting.
Aleh creates by virtue of Alhim as man creates by the virtue of women.  It is worth appending here, Crowley's complementary formula: ALIM:

It is extremely interesting to contrast with the above the formula of the elemental Gods deprived of the
creative spirit. One might suppose that as ALIM, is the masculine plural of the masculine noun AL, its formula
would be more virile than that of ALHIM, which is the masculine plural of the feminine noun ALH. A
moment’s investigation is sufficient to dissipate the illusion. The word masculine has no meaning except in
relation to some feminine correlative.
The word ALIM may in fact be considered as neuter. By a rather absurd convention, neuter objects are treated
as feminine on account of their superficial resemblance in passivity and inertness with the unfertilized female.
But the female produces life by the intervention of the male, while the neuter does so only when impregnated
by Spirit. Thus we find the feminine AMA, becoming AIMA,
AMA is 42, the number of sterility; AIMA, 52, that of fertility, of BN, the SON.

through the operation of the phallic Yod, while ALIM, the congress of dead elements, only fructifies by the
brooding of Spirit.
This being so, how can we describe ALIM as containing a Magical Formula? Inquiry discloses the fact that this
formula is of a very special kind.
The word adds up to 81, which is a number of the moon. It is thus the formula of witchcraft, which is under
Hecate.
See A. Crowley “Orpheus” for the Invocation of this Goddess.

It is only the romantic mediaeval perversion of science that represents young women as partaking in witchcraft,
which is, properly speaking, restricted to the use of such women as are no longer women in the Magical sense
of the word, because thy are no longer capable of corresponding to the formula of the male, and are therefore
neuter rather than feminine. It is for this reason that their method has always been referred to the moon, in that
sense of the term in which she appears, not as the feminine correlative of the sun, but as the burnt-out, dead,
airless satellite of earth.
No true Magical operation can be performed by the formula of ALIM. All the works of witchcraft are illusory;
and their apparent effects depend on the idea that it is possible to alter things by the mere rearrangement of
them. One must not rely upon the false analogy of the Xylenes to rebut this argument. It is quite true that
geometrical isomers act in different manners towards the substance to which they are brought into relation.
And it is of course necessary sometimes to rearrange the elements of a molecule before that molecule can form
either the masculine or the feminine element in a true Magical combination with some other molecule.
It is therefore occasionally inevitable for a Magician to reorganize the structure of certain elements before
proceeding to his operation proper. Although such work is technically witchcraft, it must not be regarded as
undesirable on that ground, for all operations which do not transmute matter fall strictly speaking under this
heading.
The real objection to this formula is not inherent in its own nature. Witchcraft consists in treating it as the
exclusive preoccupation of Magick, and especially in denying to the Holy Spirit his right to indwell His
Temple.
The initiate of the XI Degree of O.T.O. will remark that there is a totally different formula of ALIM,
complementary with that here discussed. 81 may be regarded as a number of Yesod rather than of Luna. The
actual meaning of the word may be taken as indicating the formula. Aleph may be referred to Harpocrates, with
allusion to the well-known poem of Catullus. Lamed may imply the exaltation of Saturn, and suggest the Three
of Swords in a particular manner. Yod will then recall Hermes, and Mem the Hanged Man. We have thus a
Tetragrammaton which contains no feminine component. The initial Force is here the Holy Spirit and its vehicle
or weapon the “Sword and Balances”. Justice is then done upon the Mercurial “Virgin”, with the result that the
Man is “Hanged” or extended, and is slain in this manner. Such an operation makes creation impossible — as
in the former case; but here there is no question of re-arrangement; the creative force is employed deliberately for
destruction, and is entirely absorbed in its own sphere (or cylinder, on Einstein’s equations) of action. This Work
is to be regarded as “Holiness to the Lord”. The Hebrews, in fact, conferred the title of Qadosh (holy) upon its
adepts. Its effect is to consecrate the Magicians who perform it in a very special way. We may take note also of the
correspondence of Nine with Teth, XI, Leo, and the Serpent. The great merits of this formula are that it avoids
contact with the inferior planes, that it is self-sufficient, that it involves no responsibilities, and that it leaves its
masters not only stronger in themselves, but wholly free to fulfil their essential Natures. Its abuse is an abomination.
 

Returning to de Manhar's translation:

"Ere the world became fixed and established, it was wrapped and enshrouded in darkness and chaos reigned supreme and as long as it endured, the world was Tohu (without form and solidity). When this key opened the gates, it became adapted for the generation and production of living beings. When was this? When Abraham came, as it is written: 'These (Aleh) are the generations of the heavens and the earth, behibaram' (when they were created) which word is au anagram of beabraham (by Abraham). The creation was brought about by the transposing of the letters of the concealing word, bara, into Abar, the sacred principle on which the world was founded and continues to subsist. Mi was the first aspect of the mysterious unknown who, when bara was transposed into Abr, created Alh (these). To Abr he took and joined the letter H, forming Abrh, to Alh. He took and joined I, forming Alhi, then of the two component letters of Mi, he took and added M to each of them and thus were formed Alhim and Abraham. Another explanation of the forming of these names is as follows:
"The holy one took Mi and joined it to Alh and this formed Alhim. He also took Mah, and joining it to Abr, formed Abraham. Now the name Mi (50) has reference to the fifty gates of Binah, the third sephira, and in it is also I, the first letter in the Shem Hamphorah or holy name IHVH, and Mah has also reference to the divine name, for the H thereof is the second letter in it. So the two worlds were formed, by I the world to come through H the present world through Mi, the world on high, through Mah the world below. But until the name of Abraham was formed, there was no generation of living creatures and things, and this explains what is written, Aleh produced the generations of the heaven and the earth bi-Abraham; that is, when the name of Abraham was formed, as it is written 'In that day the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.'"
What all three desert religions have forgotten is that Abraham is a connotative alleghory for the formation of the Universe and not a man that actually existed.  Abram, eventually called Abraham is Brahma in the Hindu religion, from which the early Hebrews drew much wisdom.

 

"In the beginning,"Rabbi Hiya spake and said: "The beginning of wisdom is the fear of Jehovah, a good understanding I have all they that do his commandments, his praise endureth forever" (Ps. cxi. 10). The beginning of wisdom has reference to the great object of wisdom, viz., to raise and elevate us into the higher and diviner life, as it is said: "Open to me the gates of righteousness" (Ps. cxviii. 19). This is the gate or way of the Lord through which everyone must pass in order to attain lento this life and live in the presence of the heavenly king. Ere this, however, there are several other gates on the upward course which must be passed through, each with their bolts and bars that have to be unloosed, and the last of which is that called "the fear of the Lord." It is the one only gate of access. There are in scripture two beginnings (bereshith) mentioned, and are united into one, viz., "the fear of the Lord" and "the beginning of Wisdom," both one and the same, and never found disjoined from each other. As it is written: "That men may know that thy name is Jehovah only." (Ps. lxxxiii. 18). Why is the first gate called the fear of the Lord? Because it is a tree of good or evil. When a man lives uprightly, it is a tree of good to him; if unjustly, a tree of evil. It is the gate or portal through which all blessing, spiritual or temporal, comes. The words: "A good understanding," refer to those gates which, as aforesaid, are one and the same.
Said Rabbi Jose: "A good understanding"; it is the tree of life without admixture or alloy of evil. "That do his commandments" are they who are true and faithful students of esoteric science. "His praise endureth forever" signifies that the throne of God or, in other words, the action of the good law, pervades the universe and endures throughout all ages.
Fear of God being respect for the power of divinity is a necessary teaching as Spirit can seem very inconsequential on the material plane.  Those seeking material power seem to be the winners in any struggle between the two planes.  And so the hidden "wisdom" is passive in nature, but is Universal in quality as Wisdom is the Sea of Binah; equated with a lower manifestation NUIT (who is essentially of the Veil of the Negative).

This is especially important for the Thelemite to consider as we are beseiged by the Caliphate O.T.O. and its quest for mundane power in the publishing industry as it seeks to be the central dispenser of the Thelemic Gnosis.  It has forgotten the Spirit altogether.

 

Rabbi Simeon was sitting engaged in meditation and study of the secret doctrine during the night when the celestial bride becomes united to her bridegroom, for then, it is enjoined upon all the members of her retinue they should especially be present to accompany her to the nuptial dais and rejoice with her. On the eve of the heavenly union they must devote themselves to the study of the Pentateuch, the prophetical hooks, and the other parts of scripture, to the explanation of verses, and their occult meaning in which the heavenly spouse takes great delight. These students, with their acquired knowledge resulting from their studies, are "the marriage guests." When she ascendeth and seateth herself on the nuptial dais, the Holy One salutes her and blesses her attendants and presents them with crowns and garlands. Happy and blessed is their lot! Rabbi Simeon, together with his students, spent the night in study and acquiring deeper knowledge of esoteric science. Then said Rabbi Simeon: Blessed are ye! inasmuch as having spent this eve in meditation and study, your names will be enrolled and written in the celestial book, and the Holy One will endow you with faculties and powers more enlarged and receptive for the comprehension and understanding of divine mysteries.
This reads like the Rosicrucian document: The Chemical Marriage of Christian Rosencreutz.  For that matter, though not completely related, the vision of George Washington is also worth reading.

 

Rabbi Simeon again spake and said: "The heavens declare the glory of God." (Ps. xix. 2). These words have already been explained, but they possess a deeper mystical meaning. At the time that the heavenly spouse is adorned in order to ascend the nuptial dais surrounded with the masters or teachers who have rejoiced with her throughout the night, beholding her husband, then is it "the heavens declare the glory of God," the heavens meaning the bridegroom who enters the nuptial chamber. The word "declare" (mesapherim) signifies sending forth glittering rays from one end of the wood to the other like a brilliant sapphire. "The glory of God" is the glory of the bridegroom who is called El (God) as it is written: "El judgeth the righteous, El is angry with the wicked every day." (Ps. vii. 12). During the whole of the year up to the eve of the celestial union, He is called El, but when the marriage day is consummated, he takes the name of Kobad (glory). These two names are a source of reciprocal light, power and joy to each other.
There is no glory until the god consummates his marriage to the Shekinah; until the creative process is established.  In other words, the creation of the Universe and the creation of humanity is God as are the very creations of God.  We are God, we are Glory; all people and all things!  There is no difference, as per AL:

AL I.4:  "Every number is infinite; there is no difference."

AL I.22:  "Now, therefore, I am known to ye by my name Nuit, and to him by a secret name which I will give him when at last he knoweth me.  Since I am Infinite Space, and the Infinite Stars thereof, do ye also thus.  Bind nothing!  Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt."

 

"Day unto day uttereth speech." This refers to the great holy day of the King who applauds his companions and commends the words of learning and wisdom uttered by each of them. "Night unto night showeth knowledge." That is, each night communicates to the following one the mystery of the esoteric knowledge which enlightens all intelligences. "There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard," meaning they discourse not of worldly matters and vanities in presence of the King, who taketh no delight in such. "Their line is gone out through all the earth" refers to the dimensional archetypes according to which the heavens and the earth were measured and formed. If the question be asked who resides in them? Scripture declares: "In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun," that is, the Holy One has fixed his mansion or tabernacle in the heavens wherein he is adorned and is then as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber rejoicing to run on his course, which when finished, he mounteth on high and runneth another course elsewhere. "His going forth is from the end of the heaven and his circuit unto the ends of it." that is, he descendeth from the higher to the lower world, which is expressed by the word outhqonphatha in which is included the idea of rotundity. For this reason the duration of a year is termed, thqouphatha-shana, for during that period the earth has travelled round the sun, and been the recipient of the whole of its rays of light and heat. "And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof." Every created thing, whether visible or not, is affected by the warming rays of the sun, which occultly represents the universality of the secret doctrine operating everywhere and is described as "the law of the Lord is perfect."
The allusion to the starry sky and of course, the Starry Gnosis is quite obvious.  The archetypes referred to are the 48 constellations that map the skies.  And the Sun remains the one mystery that speaks over them as it is 'louder' than the night skies.

 

From the beginning of this Psalm (19th) the tetragrammaton or holy name I. H. V. H. is found six times, showing the mystery contained in the word Brashith (in the beginning), which has six letters. Bra-shith. (He created six) and these six letters correspond to the six first words of scripture which express the work of creation. Bra, Alhim, eth, hassamayim, veath, aaretzs (Alhim created the substance of the heaven and the earth) or thus: Alhim created the substance of fire, water and earth.
6 of course, is the primordial human being; known to the ancient Hebrews as Adam Kadmon and later to the Gnostics as Christ.

 

At this moment Rabbi Eleazar and Rabbi Abba entered the assembly. On beholding them, Rabin Simeon exclaimed: Truly is the presence of the Schekinah with you and therefore I have called you Peniel, for ye have seen the Schekinah face to face, and now that I have explained the esoteric meaning of Benaiah, Son of Jehoida, I will explain to you the mystical meaning of yet another biblical verse: "And he slew an Egyptian, a man of great stature five cubits high" (I. Chron. xii. 23). The word Egyptian refers to Moses, of whom we said that he was very "great in the land of Egypt, in the eyes of Pharaoh's servants and the people of the land" (Ex. xi. 3), the mystical meaning of which is that he was distinguished more by his intellectual endowments and gifts than by his stature, similar to Adam, the first man, of whom it is metaphorically said that his stature was of the number of cubits separating the east from the west of the world. So when it is said of Moses that he was five cubits in height, it means that he was an adept practised in the five virtues leading to spiritual perfection, viz., love to God, chastity, charity, humility and perseverance in meditation and study of the secret doctrine. "And in the hand of the Egyptian was a spear like a weaver's beam," meaning the rod of God on which was engraved the holy name of forty-two letters, as was the shuttle of Bezaleel since we read: "He hath filled him with the spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge and in all manner of workmanship, and to devise curious works, in gold, silver and brass--all manner of work of the engraver, of the cunning workman, and of the embroiderer" (Ex. xxxv. 31-35). "Happy was the lot of Moses!" Come, therefore, dear friends; come and let us meditate and evolve new thoughts and ideas from out of the secret doctrine, for whoever on this night doeth thus shall be preserved from evil, and live in peace hereafter, "for the angel of the Lord campeth round about them that fear him and delivereth them. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is the man that trusteth in him" (Ps. xxxiv. 8-9).
5 is the number of man in his mortal state in contrast with 6, which is man in his immortal body (the higher ego in contrast with the lower ego).  The alleghory here seems to be the death of the old Moses and the birth of the Adept.  Connecting this with the 42-lettered name of God is especially interesting considering the error I posted in a previous post and the subsequent lead taken from Derek's research.  It seems more apparent now that Ponce is correct as Genesis is the core document from which the Hebrew Qabalah evolves.

At this point in the text, there is no analysis of the Tetragrammaton, but plenty of Bereshith; the opening words of Genesis.  And with the paragraph below, we can confirm that Ponce was correct.

 

Again, on another occasion, Rabbi Simeon spake and said: "Bereshith bara Alhim" (In the beginning created God). These words require great thought and consideration, for everyone that says there is another God is cut off from the world, as it is written: "Thus shall he say unto them, the gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth and from under these heavens" (Jer. x. 11), for there is other God beside the Holy One.
This verse is in the Chaldee tongue excepting the last word, Aleh (these) which is in Hebrew. Why? It might be said, in order that the holy angels should not comprehend its signification of the divine unity. The true reason is that they might not become envious of man and thus cause him to suffer, for in the words, "the gods that have not made the heavens and the earth" have reference to certain angels who fell from heaven and set themselves up as gods.
As I've mentioned previously in this series of posts, the Hebrews have alluded to the Ain Soph (NOT) as the original God; the Zero (that finally came to Western culture by way of the Arabs--the others descendants of Abraham) before the One.  In Gnostic parlance, this is the Pleroma.

 

Now the word earth which in Hebrew is arqa, in the Chaldee is arca; why so? Because it is one of the seven lower worlds where reside the descendants of Cain. After his expulsion from the earth, he went thither and begat children. This arqa was partly lighted and partly enshrouded in darkness and governed by two chiefs who were constantly warring against each other. On the arrival of Cain, however, they entered into an alliance of friendship for they perceived that it was to him they owed their existence. They became one body with two heads, the name of the one was Aphira, and Qastimon, the name of the other; this ruled over the dark, that over the light parts of Arqa. Before becoming joined together, they were like angels with six wings, Aphira having the form of an ox, Qastimon that of an eagle. On their union, they took on them the human form and begat offspring like unto themselves. When they found themselves in darkness, they became changed into the form of a serpent with two heads, and crawling as a serpent they plunged into the great sea, the abode of demons, where they found the decadent angels Azar and Azael and expelled them from their lurking places. These then fled and hid themselves in dark mountains thinking that the Holy One was about to execute vengeance open them for their evil doings and conduct. After this, the two chiefs Aphira and Qastimon swam through the great sea and went to visit Naamah, the mother of the demons, and the first deceiver and seducer of holy angels, who after their fall took different human forms and in their turn became corruptors of mankind. After roaming through the world they returned to Arqa, and now their great object is to corrupt the descendants of Cain and lead them into sin. Respecting this Arqa, the heaven with its various constellations and stars is altogether different from our visible heavens at night. The seasons for sowing and reaping are not the same as ours in their sequence and regularity, being separated by a considerable number of years; these two chiefs of Arqa are they to whom the Scripture refers, who posing as gods shall become exterminated from our Thebel or earth on which they shall not exercise any dominion, nor afflict the children of man during the night, but as saith the Scripture: "They shall be destroyed by Aleh, by whom the heavens and the earth have been created". This is why Aleh in this verse is written in Hebrew, designating the holy name untranslatable into the Chaldee language.
I think it well worth your effort to refer to my article: The Eagle & the Temple.  In the article, the Argo is tied into Sumerian and Greek culture, but here, we find the incorporation of this into the Hebrew as well.  This theme was far more universal than we remember today.
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Due to the inadequacies of the English language and as much perhaps as to its formation in the Patriarchal Era, 'man' has been the generic term for humanity as a whole; including women.  In early Hebrew culture, the Adon and his consort Ashtoreth were the two principle gods (from which Adonai remains).  And it is interesting that Adonai should be the archetype for the Holy Guardian Angel in Liber LXV, as we may be able to deduce that as Ashtoreth would be his consord in the Aethyr, so we are somehow the Shekinah in relation to this Angel.  It makes even that much more sense when considering how Crowley's Wake World weaves its tale, which certainly seems to support this assertion.  Towards the close of the Introduction of de Manhar's expository translation, we find the following:

 

The ninth precept has reference to the poor and indigent, ministering to their necessities as it is written: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." "Let us make man." Here the plural form of expression is used in order to point out that the creation of man was effected by the two divine essences symbolized as the male and female. "In our image," betokens the rich, corresponding to the male, "after our likeness," the poor, corresponding to the female. Now just as the two divine essences form a single whole, so amongst men ought these two classes, the rich and poor, symbols of the male and female principles in the divine nature, to form one mutually co-operative whole or community. 
Male energy has always been postulated as a positively charged force, female energy correspondingly postulated as a negative force.  But the positive and negative in Thelemic doctrine give us +1 and -1, which constitutes the formula 2=0 or +1 + (-1); both having equivalent values on either side of the Zero and both Universes (positive and negative) being merely relational and not morally charged.  The moral connotation comes by way of the Patriarchal nature that still permeates our society at large.  However, for the Thelemite, man and women are equivalent in nature; each seeing to unite with each other in a fusion of divine ecstacy that takes them each on that heroic journey outside the realm of egoic consciousness in a sacramental motif that results in the formulation of the Magickal Childe; that 1 coming from the none (NOT or 0).

 

"And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth," the mystical meaning of which is given and explained in an occult work by King Solomon thus: "Whose has compassion on the poor, from his face and countenance will never fade away the reflection and glory of the divine likeness borne by the first man, by which he ruled and dominated the whole animal creation." As it is said: "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, the fowl of the air, every creeping thing and the fish in the sea, etc." All these tremble and fear before the presence of man, because of the divine image imprinted thereon and is the only law of the creator enjoined upon the animal world that instills them with fear because of this image, first born by Adam. 
The positive and negative are archetypally rendered as HADIT (I) and NUIT (NOT-I); respectively--showing us more of the relational nature of these two ends of one magnetic pole.  Removing the moral charge that has been connotatively placed over these two polar positions, Thelemic doctrine replaces this with the first two chapters of Liber AL and the mystical sense of each that's garnered when being inspired by the pure poetry of the writing.

 

As long as man entertains and cherishes compassion and sympathy for the poor, he will continue to bear it. While he exercises charity he is truly human; when he ceases and refrains therefrom, he becomes and continues merely an animal. How can this be substantiated? From the life of Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian monarch, whose dream of his own downfall was never realized whilst succoring the poor. Immediately he ceased from deeds of charity and compassion and suffered himself to become filled with pride of heart and vainglory, then was heard the voice of the heavenly watcher: "The Kingdom is departed from thee," that is, the seal and stamp of the divine born by Adam, vanished from him and he ceased to be human. "His heart became changed and a beast's heart was given him and he was driven out from amongst men and dwelt with the beasts of the field." For this reason the scripture in order to express the creation of man, makes use of the words: "Let us make man," to indicate that to preserve the divine image, we should be charitable and compassionate, as was the rich and affluent Boaz to Ruth.
BOAZ is gematrically rendered as 80; identical to the value of Peh and the Tower Atu that connects the male and female energies in the Formula of ON; cf. also: Liber Laiad vel In Occultus.  Peh, the mouth is a particularly important key to this Path (Derek, here's where we see the value of the letter attachments!); the energy manifests forward to each of the Sefirot at the polar ends of this path.  This is the energy exchange in sexual intercourse; each speaking to the other.  It is oracular in nature, but only on one plane with other ways to utilize this energy in the documents hyperlinked above.  The force of Love can readily be applied here, as love is a sympathetic and empathic connection that joins to the Will (Tiphareth being the apex of this Ethical Triad).  This interpretation is presented in contrast with the tone of the Judaic document; patriarchal and Christist in nature.  The condescension towards women implied in the Zohar provides for the organizations of their community.  The Thelemic community is after a much more integral relation.
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Completing the comments I want to make on de Manhar's Introduction to the Zohar...
 

The tenth precept concerns the fixing and girding of the phylacteries. Said Rabbi Simeon; "Thy head upon thee is like Carmel (Garden)." 
Qabalistically, the Camel is the path that leads from Tiphareth to Kether; the Priestess Atu and the letter Gimel.  The desert has been the place where men have traditionally wandered to be returned to society as superior Adepts (A.'.A.'. Grade of Magus); founding a new religion.  And the desert of course, is an alleghory for the Abyss.
 

These words have already been commented upon, but they have another and deeper meaning. "Thy head upon thee" refers to the phylactery of the head which represents the divine head, or, in other words, the divine name IHVH of which each of the letters stands for a verse of scripture which placed within the four sections of spaces of the phylactery of the head, correspond to the letters of the divine name. This is why we are taught by tradition that the words of scripture, "And all the people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord and they shall be afraid of thee," refers only to this phylactery. 
The phylactery consists (according to dictionary.com) of two small, black, leather cubes containing a piece of parchment inscribed with verses 4–9 of Deut. 6, 13–21 of Deut. 11, and 1–16 of Ex. 13: one is attached with straps to the left arm and the other to the forehead during weekday morning prayers by Orthodox and Conservative Jewish men.
 

The first space or compartment contains the verse "Sanctify unto me all the first born whatsoever openeth the womb." Connoting the first letter of the Tetragrammaton, viz., I (‏י‎) symbol of the first of all divine origins. This letter opens as it were the womb of the second, H, whereby it becomes fruitful. 
The 'First Born' are the primordial beings that originally incarnated on the Earth; according to HPB's rendering of the Secret Doctrine.  These were the ones commanded to become fruitful and found the human race.
 

In the second space is enclosed the words: "and it shall be when the Lord shall bring forth into the land," referring to the second letter, H, whose womb as just stated is opened by Yod. In the Sepher Yetsirah we read, by fifty gates or openings of the celestial and concealed temple, the Yod enters and penetrates into H, that the sound of the schophar or trumpet may be heard. The schophar is securely closed until Yod comes and opens it and makes its sound heard, typifying freedom and the enfranchisement of the slaves and bondmen. It was by the sound of the schophar that the children of Israel marched out of Egypt, so will it always he, hereafter, the herald of freedom and deliverance. Such is the esoteric explanation of the letter H. 
The Yod is the germinating seed; atttributed to the path that connects Tiphareth to Chesed, we contemplate the Kingly nature and highest expression of humanity (Jupiter).  The 50 Gates of Understanding refer to the 7 planets in each of the Sefirot of the Ruach; these 7 Planets being the original Gods from the ONE and the source of those that became 'First Born'.
The Womb then is the Universe; an alleghory of NUIT.  It is interesting that the trumpet is used here, as it is trumpets that figure into all cosmic expressions in the various Apocalypses written by the original Merkabah shamans.
 

The third space or section contains the Shema. "Hear Oh Israel, the Lord our God is one God," and is a commentary on the letter V (vau) which proceeds from the two letters before it and unities them. The fourth space contains words of blessings and menaces to the congregation of Israel, by the observance of which they should become the happiest and most powerful amongst the nations of the world. 
The Vau in essence is the Magickal Childe; that it is connected with the Hermit Atu is significant as it is the Child of Silence that is within each of us; that silent perfect being that we call the Holy Guardian Angel (and Harpocrates in the Thelemic paradigm).  The Vau is the nail that so subtly figures into the symbolism of the Crucifixion and connects the King (Jupiter) with the Magus (founder of new religions; vide supra) on the Tree (Chesed w/Chokmah).
 

It connotes the final, H, fourth letter of the divine name and is formed from and includes in it the other three preceding letters. From these observations we may gather the occult meaning of the phylacteries. 
This then represents the process completed and identifies the Tetragrammaton with the fully functional and creative human (the Great Work completed); in contrast with Adonai or Tiphareth, that is just beginning the process of the Great Work.
 

They are really explanations of the letters of the Tetragrammaton or divine name and therefore the scripture saith: "Thy head upon thee is as Carmel," and also: "The hair of thy head is like purple." Now the word used for hair in this verse is not the ordinary term Saar, but daleth, which comes from the root word dal, signifying poverty denoted by the phylactery of the arm, as that of the head denotes riches or wealth, and it is further added: "the King is held in its plaits or tresses," meaning that the divine name of God is in the four compartments of the phylactery. Whoever wears the phylacteries bears the divine likeness, for as the divine essence is expressed in the Tetragrammaton, so man becomes hearer of his image. Furthermore, it is said: "Male and female created he them," thus the phylacteries also symbolize the male and female, and taken together forth one unit or whole. Such is the symbolism of the phylacteries.
And actually, man then becomes God; one of the Elohim.  The verse hints at the conjunction of the male and female, which coincides also with an elemental Alchemical teaching that declares the Philosopher's Stone can only be created by the Adept and his Wife.
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