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Hi all,

In case you haven't seen this viral clip yet (1950s housewife on acid being interviewed), maybe it can be of some interest.

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/2011/01/18/2011-01-18_author_discovers_vintage_video_of_housewife_tripping_on_lsd_during_1956_experime.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/1950s-housewife-acid/story?id=12640926

93/93

David

Hi David,

93

A marvelous short little video.  I think both the woman and the intellectual both described the function of LSD as so many have found it, including myself.

And once that door is opened, it really doesn’t shut; the innocent are exposed to a dynamic reality of which they were once completely oblivious.  The book promises to be an important historical documentary.  Having lived through that era, I saw first-hand, how the 50s turned into the 60s, so I like the perspective that the title suggests.

Puttiing the nostalgia away, there’s much for us to be fascinated by the effect of changing the electrical dynamic of the brain and the synchronous, spiritual connection that seems to have a hold on most of the users of the drug.  And then of course, there are the ‘astral junkies.’
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Hi David and PJ
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I really enjoyed watching this, since in my opinion it also shows some of the 'results' that should occur gradually from doing the work in the A.'. A.'.

 

When describing the ordeals and initiations I found the comparison to light doses of LSD affecting us over a prolonged period of time to be one of the most apt descriptions from my own point of view. 

 

The astral junkies on the other hand represent those of us in the magickal world who are unable to re-build the psychic egoic structures needed for a functional life.  Sort of a refusal of the one to unite with the many so to speak.  
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Ryan 

Hi Ryan,
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I have found that psychedelic substances teach the mind how to restructure its perception of reality; sort of like Castaneda’s shifting of the assemblage point.  This is certainly a preparation for the work; especially in the development of the ability for graphic visualization and the comprehension of the fact that the mind indeed, thinks in pictures and not in language, which is a later adaptation or interpretation of the mental pictograph.  Such substances also loosen up the hold that our egoic investment into materiality has on our perception; allowing one to see the other realities behind it.  This is certainly a reaffirmation with your keen observation that after the ‘trip,’ one must rebuild one’s egoic structure.  It’s the ego that orders the material Universe and assumes that she is fixed and unchanging, when in reality, exactly the opposite is taking place;  nothing remaining fixed for even but a moment; a dynamic Universe of constant change.  

And here’s an important sidebar: it’s not our ego that keeps us from enlightenment, as the ego itself (being intimately connected with the conductivity of intelligence and sentience) is necessary for the perception and apprehension of that enlightenment.  Indeed, the motif of the Master of the Temple, upon the successful traversal of the Abyss and the landing in the City of the Pyramids, being said to simultaneously cast his or her star into the heavens while simultaneously being cast down back into the Ruach, is in the latter, a poetic expression of the reassembling of a transformed ego.

Getting back to the opening of the mind to other ‘realities,’ what I personally began to discover as my Neophyte Initiation really began to take hold in my psyche, was that my perception had changed.  The specifics are unimportant here; but what is significant is that the Sefirot on the Tree-of-Life, each represent a plane of consciousness and an Initiation (at least in the A.’.A.’. perspective) is not about some introductory ceremony that allows a candidate access to a set of secret practices and information.  Rather, Initiation is a developmental process of psychic growth and prowess in obtaining a greater depth and breadth of mind.  So in each worked Grade, a dynamic ascension into a grander reality becomes realized, or as we say…attained.

To this end, psychedelic substances knock down the egoic wall that cannot accept any reality beyond its current comprehension.  The ego of course, views this as an assault, and in everyday life (normal consciousness), often and for most people, sets up a wall of cognitive dissonance to keep that greater reality from contradicting the organized scheme that it has structured for itself out of the chaotic Universe.  So the drug, seizing the mind, forces the ego to see past the white noise of the mind that the ego has inflicted upon it in order to defend itself (a classic defense mechanism).  The subsequent new open-mindedness matures the ego to a greater flexibility and a wisdom that gives it a level of security so that the mind can yet be allowed more and deeper surveys of that greater reality.
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93 guys,

I saw this video recently as well. Wasn't the interview taken after the LSD had worn off? In any event, one can tell that it's genuine. People in the 50s didn't speak in such mystical terms - for them it was rather,"What's for dinner?" and just plain fitting into society and keeping up with the Joneses. 

After doing such hallucinogenic or psychedelic drugs, you do lose your previous 'center of gravity' and feel like a wayward ship blown this way and that on the ocean. Meshing that newfound reality in with the everyday one is the challenge, particularly for those who already have very active imaginations and sensitive natures. 
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Cammy
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I was referring to the people that were content in their materialistic lifestyle.

Not everyone became a hippie, or wanted to wake up/become wiser.
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Cammy
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Hi Pj,


Very well said and interesting. It made me think of these passages from Tao The Ching, the master being the psychadelic substance ;)

"The master leads by emptying people's minds and filling their cores, by weakening their ambition and toughening their resolve. He helps people lose everything they know, everything they desire, and creates confusion in those who think that they know.".."The Master gives himself up to whatever the moment brings. He knows that he is going to die, and her has nothing left to hold on to: no illusions in his mind, no resistances in his body. He doesn't think about his actions; they flow from the core of his being. He holds nothing back from life; therefore he is ready for death, as a man is ready for sleep after a good day's work.."
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Hi David and PJ
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This is a beatiful and eloquent passage, though I must confess that I have never encountered it in my readings of the Tao te Ching.  Which translation and which part of the book did you get this from?
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Ryan

Hi Cammy 
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I don't necessarily see the Hippies as being awake, although I think that a significant percentage were.  I see the whole movement as an important phase in our cultural evolution.  Maybe even a failed experiement that left many workable ideas in it's wake.
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Ryan

Hi PJ

Well put!

93

I would like to add that I only see the use of 'strange drugs..' (cf ch 2 Liber Al) as being of any substantial benefit when used sparringling on and off throughout one's life in conjunction with a sustained and guided series of spritual practices.  The drugs prime the psyche by taking it to places that our practices will take us to over time.  This can speed up the process of a long term attainment since the mind is 'shown' these different places in which it can then learn to travel on it's own by the use of ritual and psychological anchors as a kind of golden thread to go in and out of the labrynth of the mind.  

The other importance of ritual is the discipline and structure they give the psyche, or rather the tools for discipline and structure, which allows the mind to move in and out of different states, where as many people who use drugs or esoteric practices in a purely ad hoc manner can get stuck, or obsessed as they are unable to move back into certain states necessary for the fullfillment of the will.
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