Hi All,
93
Continuing my read of Nietszche's Will to Power, Book Two: Critiquie of the Highest Values Hitherto; the first chapter entitled: Genesis of Religions...
 

In a footnote, the editor says that much of the material in this chapter may have originally been entitled: "Journal of the The Antichrist."  The preamble opens with great potency; especially for lovers of the third chapter of Liber AL:
 

All the beauty and subliminity we have bestowed upon real and imaginary things I wil reclaim as the property and product of man: as his fairest apology.  Man as poet, as thinker, as God, as love, as power: with what regal liberality he has lavished giifts upon things so as to impoverish himself and make himself feel wretched!  His most unselfish act hitherto has been to admire and worship and to know hwo to conceal from himself that is was he who created what he admired.
 

Right off the bat he proclaims both that man created God and that man is God; akin to the Thelemic axiom:  There is no god but man.  But in ignorance, man forgetting that long ago that it was man who invented the anthropomorphic god that so many worship today, man has become impoverished.  First, the religions in making man to be either a sinner or an ignorant personage who can't see the "true" universe as say, the Christians and Buddhists respectively, the soul has become diminished and in political terms, man has been held down to a peasantry that keeps him from striving for greater personal potency.
 

Ultimately, this section is more an attack on Christianity as it seems the first was more an attack on Buddhism.  To that end, he shows how the psychology of the Christian religion teaches that there is no free will and that anything that one does, one is not responsible for, as it becomes the will of God.  (Not mine, but thine be done...errgh!).   This is shown to an end that shows that man will not "credit himself with all his strong and surprising impulses--he has conecved them as "passive," as suffered," as things imposed upon him" by a superior force.  All that is strong and creative in man is attributed to God as all that is weak and ignoble is attributed to oneself, in one sort of overall schizophrenia.
 

In the note entitled: Critique of the holy lie, Nietszche lists the lies "permitted as a means to pious ends" for and by the priest who "wants to have it understood that he counts as the highest type of man, that he rules--even over those who wield power--that he is indispensable, unassailable--that he is the strongest power in thr community, absolutely not to be replaced or undervalued." It is these clerics who have invented the God long ago and who have alone, controlled the word of this God.
 

First: they must have power, authority, unconditional credibiltiy on their side.
Secondly: they must have the whole course of nature in their hands, so that everyting that affects the individual seems to be contitioned by their laws.
Thirdly: they must also possess a more extensive domain of power whose control eludes the eyes of its subject: power of punishment in the beyond, in the "after death"--and of course the means of discovering the way to bliss.
 

The last note has obvious references to Islam, Christianity and Buddhism; also to Buddhism's root religion, Hinduism.  And in all cases, it is that one's actions become divorced from their purpose and their ends (philosophical alienation) in that an act is no longer useful or harmful, "life-promoting" or "life-retarding", but can only be evaluated in terms of good and evil as it is accorded the fulfillment or non-fullfillment of religious law.
 

The law book of Manu is specifically examined as containing the holy lie of the Aryan race; the pattern of their priestly state being given to Babylon and later to the Jewish state.  When this became the dominant pattern in Europe in the Middle Ages, and in a Germanic Europe, the spirit of a ruling race "aimed at a revival of the  Aryan order of castes," the priesthood becomes empowered through the lie, which is itself "a supplement to power, a new concept of 'truth'."  He goes on to say that "Aryan influence has corrupted all the world."  And then goes on to say that Islam would learn to utilize this lie that employs the 'after-death' as an instrument of punishment from the Christians; all "this oldest of the great cultural products of Asia in the realm of organization--was bound to invite reflection and imitation in every respect."
 

Note 145 shows the affirmative and negative expressions of these religions, but in the negative, the religion is given not to the Aryans, but to their descendants, the Buddhists; the Aryans being a master race that either flourishes or is destroyed:
 

What an affirmative Aryan relgion, the prouct o theruling class, lookslike: the law-book of Manu.  (The deification of the feelign of power in Brahma: interesting that it sarose among the warrior caste andwas only transferred othe priests.)
What an affirmative Simitic religion, the porduct of a ruling class, looks like: the law-book of Mohammed, the older parts of the Old Testament. (Mohammedanism, as a religion for me, is deeply contempuous of the sentimaentality and mendaciousness of Christianity--which it seels to be a woman's religion.)
What a negative Semitic religion, the produc of an oppressed class, look like: the New Testament (--in Idian-Aryan terms: a chadala religion).
Waght a negative Aryan religion looks like, grown up among the fuingoirders: Buddhism.
It is quote in order that we posses no religion of oppressed Aryan reaces, for that is a contradiction: a master race is either on top or destroyed.
 

In a footnote to this, Nietszche notes ironically that the Aryans would accept Christianity and the Jews would not.  Regarding the schizophrenia, the Pagan part of the Christian accepts that that is natural as the Christian part denies the natural for the unnatural.  The great historical lie here is that Paganism did not become morally corrupt but that humanity itself in this society had become so; the natural drives having become reinterpreted as vices opened the "road to Christianity!"  This religion asserts that man cannot become moral except through its intercession and a great nihilism is held over society.  Note 153 bears this out:
 

This nihilistic religion gathers together those decadence elements and the like that it finds in antiquity; namely:
a. the party of the weak and ill-constituted (the refuse of the antique world: that which it thrust out most forcefully);
b. the party of the morally-obsessed and antipagan;
c. the party of the politically weary and the indifferent (blase Romans), those without a country for whom life was emptiness;
d. the party of those who were tired of themselves--who were glad to participate in a subterranean conspiracy--
 

The allusion to the Council of Nicea is obvious here.  And of note, these Christians adopted many of the Buddhist tenets; especially its nihilism, which Nietszche goes on to describe in the remainder of this chapter.
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