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Continuing into Chapter I of the book, Nietszche re-asserts the notion that the very values of Christianity are its undoing, which gives rise the nihilism; but then suggests this as a "transient stage" that we come by as we first do not "esteem" what we now know (the "mendacious" teleology that is the lie of Christianity); morality being inherently false as it does not originate from any divine source as that divine source no longer represents any true world...and as we no longer "esteem" these lies, we necessarily come to a process of "dissolution".  This is summed up in the following quote:
 

The nihilistic consequence (the belief in valuelessness) as a consequence of moral valuation: everyting egoistic has come to disgust us (even though we realize the impossibility of the un-egoistic); what is necessary has come to disgust us (een tough we relaize teh impossibility of any liberum arbitrium (free will) or "intelligible freedom").  We see that we conanot reach the sphere in whcih we have placed our values; but this does not by any means confer any value on that other sphere in which we live: on the contrary, we are weary because we have lost the main stimulus.  "In vain so far!"
 

The theory of nihilism is then developed into two forms; active and  passive.  The active form is presented as a sign of increased power of the Spirit, which is profound when considering the nature of the Spiritual cycle that I've often referred to.  Here, the material world is eschewed as evil and illusory.  This overt pessimism (at least from a Nietszchean perspective) is built into this imbalanced relationship between the material and spiritual worlds, when the spiritual world is considered as something outside and beyond nature.  This is also the problem of material science as it also asserts this supernatural origin for values and morality. The passive form of nihilism is connected to the idea of the "decline and recession of the power of the spirit."  This is a "weary nihilism" that "no longer attacks; its most famour form, Buddhism" is presented as a sign that the "strength of the spirit may be worn out, exhausted, so that previous goals and values have become incommensurate and no longer believed."  This is of course, is why the Buddhist seeks to escape into the realm of non-existence; really being completely immersed in "disintegration--and whatever refreshes, heals, calms, numbs emerges into the foreground in various disguises, religious or moral, or political, or aethetic, etc."
 

Nietszche asserts that the nihilist has no use for being logical; after all, faith (really, blind faith) in a supernatural or extra-natural world is irrational and is easily refuted by logic.  Madam Blavatsky clearly shows the origin of nature must be as it also must include all that we would call God, and which means that there can be no anthropomorphic god.  This faith, being placed in what is essentially nothing more than the lie that has generated the morality of truth, which then in a backlash attacks the lie, results in a certain emptiness that in my last post, I connected with Sartres Nausea; a nausea that comes especially when nothing then, no idea or object can be held as sacred or holy.  This leads to a "self-narcotization"; an: 
 

"[a]ttempt to get over it [the empiness--pj] by intoxication: intoxication as music; intoxication as cruelty in the tragic enjoyment of the destruction of the noblest; intoxication as bline enthusiasm for single human beings or ages (as hatred, ect.).--Attempt to work blindly as an instrument of science: opening one's eyes to the many small enjoyments; e.g., also in the quest of knoweldge (modesty toward oneself); resignation to generalizing about oneself, a pathos; mysticism, the volupuous enjoyment of eternal empiness...narcotic states of disgust with oenself; some kind or other of continual work, or of some stupid little fanaticism; a medley of all means, sickness owing to general immoderation (debauchery kills enjoyment)."
 

Note the modern day 'war on drugs', this dysfunctionally perpetual state wherein we as a society destroy ourselves from several angles.  The glamour brought to the drug trade, strengthens the desire for them as an end in themselves, rather than as agents of other forms of consciousness, creates great opportunity for the corruption of governmental authority; the abuse of liberty for individuals and the destruction of their lives and the lives of their families; both from excessive use and from incarcration when caught up by the police.
 

This next quote from the first chapter is then quite profound:
 

Basic insight regarding the nature of decadence: its supposed causes are its consequences.
This changes the whole perspective of moral problems.
The whole moral struggle against vice, luxury, crime, even disease, appears a naivete and superfluous: there is no "improvement" (against repentance).
Decadence itself is nothing to be fought: it is absolutely necessary and belongs to every age and every people.  What shoudl be fought vigorously is the contagioun of the healthy parts of the organism.
Is this being done? The opposite is done.  Precisely that is attempted in the name of humanity.
--How are the supreme values held so far, related to this basic bilogical question?  Philosophy, religion, morality, art, etc.
(The cure: e.g., militarism, begining with Napoleon who considered civilization his natural enemy.)
 

It is curious, this invoking of Napoleon; only insomuch as I've been ruminating on any actuality of Napoleon as an anti-Christ in Nostradamus' work.  Being for Nostradamus, one of three prophecied anti-Christs and with the general assumption that they are on a par with Hitler, I'm given cause to see what an anti-Christ might be from the Nietszchean perspective.  And I want to considering my own personal note on the third, in which I've taken a personal interest.  First, find my  personal note; published already in my writings on the Starry Gnosis, at the bottom of this article.
 

If you've read the personal note, you'll see this third and (supposedly) remaining and unknown third anti-Christ to appear is almost brought up as having some connection with me; and I'd say in so far as perhaps really, there are 3 phases to the process that involves thesis, anti-thesis and meta-thesis as there are three Grades in Thelema.  So therefore, one should strive to find in Nostradamus not that Hitler was presented as Hister, but that Hister was this second stage and that which supposedly proclaims Napolean, would be the first or preliminary stage.
 

In this light a certain anti-social stance becomes a seemingly necessary first step for the "ubermensche" (sp?), Zarathustra.  It is the path of personal isolation.  To develop this theme further, would at this time, be outside the need of the present article, but would make an excellent thread to be started on the prophecies (not predictions) of Nostradamus.  And I am working on a rather large article to be published on our websites before too long.  More precisely, enough has been said to show that the meme, anti-Christ, might be shown to label one who has bucked against the Christist Egregore and stepped out and above its "mendacious" sphere of influence...the 'Overman'.
 

To quote David Bowie:
I'm closer to the Golden Dawn, immersed in Crowley's uniform of imagery;
I'm living in a silent film, portraying Himler's sacred realm of dream reality;
Should I kiss the viper's fang, or herald loud the death of man;
I'm sinking in the quicksand of my thoughts.
 

That one discovers the lies of Christianity, most still leave but to seek another authority, according to Nietszche; "Or the authority of reason.  Or the social instinct (the herd)."  The most prevalent problem that we see in the spiritual community is the lot of those, who though into whatever 'outside' system or religion, still carry their Christist values with them as they are not conscious of the specifics of their personal values; an alienation of the Soul.  Still others jump to reliance on the "herd" for their moral authority; most typified by the masses that are completely immersed in popular culture and the television.  Even excessive intellectualism and rationalization leads others astray of anything wholesome.
 

The herd instinct, then--a power tha thas now become sovereign--is something totally different from the instince of an aristocratic society: and the value of the units determines the significance of the sum.--Our entire sociology simply doesn not know any other instince than that of the herd, i.e., that of the sum of zeroes--where every zero has "equal rights," where it is virtuous to be zero.--
 

This is certainly worth considering on a political level as the American republic is being turned into a democracy; especially consider the 17th Amendment to the Constitution, wherein what was originally intended for the Senate to be a controlled aristocracy, was then turned into yet, another populist concern, like the House of Representatives.  This corruptive force reduces the personal dignity of the Senate and devolves into corruption.  Corruption is asserted by Nietszche, to be the product of pessimism, which leads to nihilism.  There is no will and everything is reduced to pain and pleasure; good and evil become but two different forms of corruption.  Nietszche then bids:
 

Let us thin this thought in its most terrible form: existence as it is, without meaning or aim, yet recurring inevitably witout any finale of nothingness: "the eternal recurrence."
This most extreme form onihilism: the nothing (the "meaningless"), eternally!
The European form of Buddhism: the energy of knowledge and strength compels this belief.  It is the most scientific of all possible hypotheses.  We deny end goals: if existence had one it would have to have been reached.
 

Without the actuality of a supernatural god, there is no anthropomorphic will to the Universe and hence no imposed values a priori connected with our life.  What remains is a 'will to power' that expresses itself in various ways; some seemingly Macciavellian in nature, others more socially darwinistic in nature; others still, more martial--as is the nature of Ra-Hoor-Khuit.  This creates heirarchy; consider the following:
 

Those poor in life, the weak, impoverish life; those rich in life, the strong, enrich it.  The first are parasites of life; teh second give present to it.--How is it possible to confound these two?
 

This reads like something from Ayn Rand's philosophy on Capitalism.  For more on this, see the material on Ayn Rand's Fountainhead in the editorial secion of the A.M.H.R. website.  The parasites are the keepers of the herd and the herd itself.  It is only the creators who are "rich in life, the strong".  This all leads to Nietszche's 'Theory of Exhaustion', derived from:
 

Vice, the mentally ill (resp., the aritists--), the criminals, the anarchists--these are not the oppressed classes but the scum of previous society of all classes.--
Realizing that all our classes are permeated by these elements we understand tha modern society is no "society," no "body," but a sick conglomerate of chadalas--a society that no longer has the strength to excrete.
 

I am reminded of Patti Smith's idea regarding the transformation of waste, which is described by her as the "oldest preoccupation of man."  Any thriving culture produces waste and thrives because of its power; the idea of the global ecologists who presume that humanity can live without polluting the planet is meaningless.
 

In describing this lost morality (which inevitably, again, must bring its own end), Neiszche finds something profound:
 

It was morality that protected life against despair adn teh leap into nothing, among men and classes who were violated and oppressed by men: for it is the experiene of being powerless against men, not against nature, that generates the most desperate embitterment against existence.  Morality treated the violent despots, the doers of violence, the "masters" in general as teh enemies against whom the common man must be portected, which means first of all encouraged and strngthened.  Morality consequently taught men to hate and despise most profoundly what is the basic character trait of those who rule: their will to power.
 

Indeed, war is touted as a virtue as all of morality today, is shown to be upside down:
 

The valuation  that is today applied to the different forms of society is entirely identical with that which assigns a higher value to peace than to war: but this judgment is antibiological, is itself a fruit of the decadence of life.--Life is a consequence of war, society itself a means to war.--
 

And most specifically, Nietszche addresses the European Buddhist as he says:  "The unhealthiest kind of man  in Europe (in all classes) furnishes the soil for this nihilism; they will experience the belief in the eternal recurrence as a curse..." This is a perfect description of the Buddhist wheel of reincarnation and of karma that they are forever attempting to escape in their attempt to not-Do...reminiscent of AL:II.31 "If Power asks why, then is Power weakness." Crowley's commentary to this verse is particularly significant:
 

It is ridiculous to ask a dog why it barks.  One must fulfil one's true Nature, one must do one's Will.  To question this is to destroy confidence, and so to create an inhibition.  If a woman asks a man who wishes to kiss her why he wants to do so, and he tries to explain, he becomes impotent.  His proper course is to choke her into compliance, which is what she wants, anyhow.

Power acts: the nature of the action depends on the information received by the Will; but once the decision is taken, reflection is out of place.  Power should indeed be absolutely unconscious.  Every athlete is aware that his skill, strength, and endurance depend on forbidding mind to meddle with muscle.  Here is a simple experiment.  Hold out a weight at arm's length.  If you fix your attention firmly on other matters, you can support the strain many times longer than if you allow yourself to think of what your body is doing.

 

Nietzche ultimately goes on to say by virtue of the will to power, the individual brings value to life; that this is an a-priori human concern; as I believe I explained in my previous post.  He goes on to describe this individual:
 

Who will prove to be the strongetst in the course of this?  The most moderate; those who do not require any extreme articles of faith; those who not only concede but love a fair amount of accidents and nonsense; those who can think of man with a considerable reduction of his value without becoming small and weak on that account; those richest in health who are equal to most misfortunes and therefore not so afraid of misfortunes--human beings who are sure of their power and represent the attained strength of humanity with conscious pride.
 

The Neitszchean hierarchy is described as the promoting of "an order of rank according to strength, form teh point of view of health: those who comand are recognized as those who command, those who obey as those who obey.  Of course, outside every existing social order."  This is obviously a unique forshadow of AL:II.58 "Yea!  deem not of change: ye shall be as ye are, & not other.  Therefore the kings of the earth shall be Kings for ever: the slaves shall serve.  There is none that shall be cast down or lifted up: all is ever as it was.  Yet there are masked ones my servants: it may be that yonder beggar is a King.  A King may choose his garment as he will: there is no certain test: but a beggar cannot hide his poverty." 
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From Frater Zephyros

2○=9◘ A.’.A.’.

Entering the Veil of Qesheth, where the light is refracted, and reading on Nostradamus, by John Hogue:

Century 9; Quatrain 44

Leave, leave Geneva everyone!

Saturn will change wealth to weapons,

RAYPOZ will exterminate all the opposition.

Before the invasion the heavens will show signs.

Raypoz is said by Hogue to be a cryptogram for Zopyros, the Babylonian betrayer.  Babylon was located where now stands present-day Iraq.  Hogue goes on to talk about Geneva being the second capital for the United Nations.  It is in Geneva in 1955ev that 72 countries (number of the Shemhamphoresch!) met to discuss the peaceful use of nuclear power.  Of course, some countries misused the knowledge they obtained from these meetings; particularly Iraq.  Now, Nostradamus also used phonetic cryptograms in his employment of formal names.  Note that RAIPOS = OSIRAP and that using his ‘green’ language of letter substitution, we can end up with the word OSIRAK, which is the name of the site of the former Iraqi nuclear weapons reactor; located outside Baghdad.

The other part of this prophecy talks about Saturn changing wealth to weapons or as an alternative translation, Saturn changing itself from gold into iron.  We are in the midst of three successive Saturn-Pluto oppositions.  Pluto is of course, the higher arc of Mars (Qabalistically attributed to the metal Iron).  With the first opposition of these two planets taking place on August 5, 2001ev; ending with the last one to occur on May 28, 2002ev, we have the possible duration of this war.

Personal Note:

About 8:00 pm this evening December 23, 2001 ev…I discover Hogue’s interpretation of this quatrain.  It floors me…Zephyros…I see a bit of the contrarian that I’ve become in the Thelemic community since 9-11 and my speaking out for war and “kill all Jews, Christians and Muslims”.  The synchronicity is fascinating.  And I thought about how even years ago, I thought Thelema and Liber AL especially considered American English as integral to its unfoldment; qabalistically.  It’s even more interesting to see the Starry Gnosis confirm this; as if somehow, I’ve been in tune with this current.  It’s another one of those feelings like I had with Greg, when he told me that the Secret Chiefs were leading me to a vision away from Ray Eales.

From Frater Centaurus

3○=8◘ A.’.A.’.

January 10, 2005 ev 9:08am

As a Practicus now, and having taken the motto: Centaurus, I read today, in the book: The Zelator, by Mark Hedsel, the following:

“…concentrating on the mediaeval constellation images at the top of the Staircase of the Dead, in Sagrada di San Michele, we found ourselves attracted to the meaning in one image in particular.  This was a bas-relief of the horse-man Centaurus, holding what appears to be a rabbit or hare in his hand [sic].  Subsequent research showed that this mediaeval hare has a curious and unfortunate ancestry: in spite of being portrayed as a helpless rabbit, in the mediaeval star-lore it was called Bestia, or The Beast.
[1]  The creature was disguised, for subsequent investigation revealed to us that the form of the timid rabbit was a mask for a spirit of powerful depravity.

The inner beast is one of many names given to the creature which lurks, in a variety of guises, within everyone.  It is literally, the monster within—that dark part of the human soul, which is in need of redemption.  In terms of the astrological theories, which apportion metals to the planets, the inner beast is the weight of lead, which every person carries, somewhere in the soul.”
[2]

In a later paragraph, he writes:

“The inner beast of modern esotericism has been ‘personified’ or ‘spiritualized.’  Rightly or wrongly, it has been called the ‘Dweller on the Threshold.’
[3]  This Dweller is a reminder of the karmic debts which have to be repaid, of the darkness which must yet be woven into light, to make of the red-man Adam [sic], a creature of light—what the ancient hermeticists called the phos.
[4]  Like most wild predators, this inner beast must be confronted, and wherever possible brought into the light of day.  In the light, most dark monsters evaporate, or lose some of their powers.  The true horror of the Bestia is that it dwells in each of us.  This is why the Path of initiation leads inevitably to the hunting of the Beast within.”

Personal Note:

This reminds me of Liber VII:I.1-3:

1. My God, how I love Thee!

2. With the vehement appetite of a beast I hunt Thee through the Universe.

3. Thou art standing as it were upon a pinnacle at the edge of some fortified city. I am a white bird, and perch upon Thee.

Saturn again, is synchronistically connected with my motto; turning lead into gold.  Here now, I see things two-fold and as a developing revelation.  First, Zopyros became the teacher as the Dweller provides the sand in the oyster that produces the pearl.  But Centaurus brings me back to myself and shows me the karma, the shadow that I am in the process of confronting. Also, my work in creating the body of light that will be the vehicle for my H.G.A. is shown.  And I remark at such synchronicity that has again, happened; having chosen my motto without this being conscious.  It shows to me that I am traveling the path of the Tower Atu.

�[1] Hedsel’s footnote: “In the later constellation lists, it became the Wolf, or Lupus, and is better known by this title in modern astrology.  See R. H. Allen, Star Names.  Their Lore and Meaning, 1963 rep. Dover ed. Of the 1899 Stechert ed., p. 278, under Lupus, the Wolf.  Allen names Vitruvius as the source for the name Bestia, but we have found it in earlier sources.  Inevitably, the various names of the constellation reflect the ferocious nature of the star-group.  At one time, the creature was called Hostia (from which we take our word hostage), meaning victim.  This accounts for the alternative name, Victima Centauri, suggesting that it is Centaurus who is carrying the unfortunate creature to sacrifice on the altar.  The Greeks and Romans believed the pattern of stars marked out Therion, or the Wild Animal.  The Arabs, as usual, borrowed the name for the classical charts, and called it Al Sabu, the Wild Beast.”


�[2] Hedsel’s footnote: “In the astrological tradition, Saturn rules over lead.  The Saturn of the body is the skeletal system.  The Saturn in the soul is (essentially) motivating fear.”


�[3] Hedsel’s footnote: “Bulwer Lytton’s phrase, Dweller on the Threshold, was unwisely adopted by certain theosophists, even though the term dweller was already in use in Spiritualist circles, pertaining to improperly demolished residues of the deceased.  The occultist Blavatsky used the word Dweller as an equivalent of Diakka, however: the Diakka of the American seer, Andrew Jackson Davis, was an evil entity that had never lived in a human body, and could therefore not be described as being ‘dead,’ for only Earth-dwellers may be said to die.  In more modern times, the phrase Dweller on the Threshold has been used to denote the karmic guardian—which is to say that the dark entity which embodies (if that is the correct term for a Spiritual being) the unredeemed karmic consequences of past actions.  The would-be initiate must, at some point, confront this guardian to pass into higher initiation.  The communal theme in these various uses suggests that the Dweller is a ghost, or former entity, which still haunts the living, and must be laid to rest.  The Hebrew term klippoth (plural, klippa) is sometimes used of such soulless entities, who dwell on the plane of klippoth.”


�[4] Hedsel’s footnote: “This esoteric tradition that the body and the blood are linked with redemption is hinted at in the old Gnostic texts, which speculate that the name Adam meant both ‘red’ and ‘earth,’ and that from the earth, through the Mysteries, the human ‘light’ might be born.  [sic] The Greek phos can mean both ‘man’ and ‘light’ depending upon accentuation.  This word, rather than Adam, is used to denote the developed man, or the initiate, in such texts.  The Race of Adam, or the Men of Flame, are ordinary mankind.  The Race of Phos, or Men of Light, are evolved mankind, or those who have been initiated.  This application of the idea of a body of light, as extended into the very highest levels of esoteric thought.  The Greek-derived term for the transformed body of Christ is Augoeidean, meaning ‘ray-like,’ or ‘shining like the Sun.’  It was this body which appeared to John in the Gospel [sic].  An equivalent Greek to photoeides, meaning ‘ray-like,’ is used by Plutarch, when describing the sacred robe of Osiris, who also rose from the dead. [sic] These are two extremes—the red and the white of alchemical colouring—in Man.  The red is the natural man, the white the initiated.  There are many grades of colour in between.





