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This sub-section of Nietszche's The Will to Power echoes much of what I have said on egoism in the past...or rather, I've been echoing much of what has been said in this section.  The general comportment of the human being in relation to an honest assessment of the condition of the World and of the Soul is central to both Nietszche's work and to the philosophy of Thelema.
 

In Note 362, Nietszche writes:
I at first sought to prove that there could not be anything other than egoism--that in men whose ego is weak and thin the power of great love also grows weak--that the greatest lovers are so from the strength of their ego--that love is an expression of egoism, etc.  In fact, the false valuation is aimed at the interests: (1) of those who helped and aided, the herd; (2) it contains a pessimistic mistrustfulness of the basis of life; (3) it would like to deny the most splendid and best-constituted men;fear; (4) it want to aid the subjected to their rights against the conquerors; (4) it brings with it a universal dishonesty, and precisely among the most valuable men.
 

In Note 369, Nietszche may be quoting Kant:
"One furthers one's ego always at the expense of others;" "Life always lives at the expense of other life"--he who does not grasp this has not taken even the first step toward honesty with himself.
 

AL:III.3  "Now let it be first understood that I am a god of War and of Vengeance.  I shall deal hardly with them."

AL:III.4  "Choose ye an island!"

AL:III.5  "Fortify it!"

AL:III.6  "Dung it about with enginery of war!"

AL:III.7  "I will give you a war-engine."

AL:III.8  "With it ye shall smite the peoples; and none shall stand before you."

AL:III.9  "Lurk!  Withdraw!  Upon them!  this is the Law of the Battle of Conquest: thus shall my worship be about my secret house."

 

Note 368 seems to refer specifically to the Scarlet Woman with some quotes or paraphrases from Spinoza and Kant:
Pity a squandering of feeling, a parasite harmful to moral health,"it cannot possibly be our duty to increase the evil in the world"  If one does good merely out of pity, it is oneself one really does good to, and not the other.  Pity does not depend upon maxims but upon affects; it is pathological.  The suffering of others infects us, pity is an infection.
 

AL:III.43:  "Let the Scarlet Woman beware!  If pity and compassion and tenderness visit her heart; if she leave my work to toy with old sweetnesses; then shall my vengeance be known.  I will slay me her child: I will alienate her heart: I will cast her out from men: as a shrinking and despised harlot shall she crawl through dusk wet streets, and die cold and an-hungered."

 

The Scarlet Woman would have in this case become narcissistic as the woman are conditioned to be in Christist culture.  And this does bring up a Christist axiom: 'Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, you also do for me [Jesus].'  If I am god; that I do something for the sake of another, being really a self-service that is really the result of a backfire; even this is of the Christist herd-mind.  Nietszche describes this below: "as an act of prudence for the self-preservation of the suffering by an enhancement of their feelings of cooperation and solidarity"
 

AL:III.44:  "But let her raise herself in pride!  Let her follow me in my way!  Let her work the work of wickedness!  Let her kill her heart!  Let her be loud and adulterous!  Let her be covered with jewels, and rich garments, and let her be shameless before all men!"

AL:III.45:  "Then will I lift her to pinnacles of power: then will I breed from her a child mightier than all the kings of the earth.  I will fill her with joy: with my force shall she see & strike at the worship of Nu: she shall achieve Hadit."

 

It is this 'Will to Power'; Neitszche's act of ever-becoming that is the nature of that Will and the nature of NUIT.  Crowley writes about NUIT in his commentary to AL:I.21 - "Nuit is not beheld of any God or Man; for they are fixed Event, they are Facts, while She is the ever-to-be. She therefore is to be held worthy, she and that Self which may enjoy her Love; seek not those joys which, being actual, cease to exhale rapture."
 

Note 373 offers an insight into modern religions and especially of today's politics:
A doctrine and religion of "love," of suppression of self-affirmation, of patience, endurance, helpfulness, of cooperation in word and deed, can be of the highest value within such classes, even from the point of view of the rulers: for it suppresses feelings of rivalry, of ressentiment, of envy--the all too natural feelings of the underprivileged--it even deifies a life of slavery, subjection, poverty, sickness, and inferiority for them under the ideal of humility and obedience.  This explains why the ruling classes (or races) and individuals have at all times upheld the cult of selflessness, the gospel of the lowly, the "God on the cross."
 

AL:I.21  "With the God & the Adorer I am nothing: they do not see me.  They are as upon the earth; I am Heaven, and there is no other God than me, and my lord Hadit."

 

These "small town values" that are of the herd-mindset (zeitgeist) are the great Christist virtues (described in Note 373); especially obedience unto the (superstitious) lord (ie. the slave egregore).  Is it no wonder that a politician such as Constantine could have invented the Christian religion?!  These are the slaves that serve and it is not for us to care about them as we have much to do for ourselves and shouldn't allow them to intefere with our evolutionary development.*  As Nietszche writes at the start of Note 373: 
 

Every individual consists of the whole course of evolution (and not, as morality imagines, only something that begins at birth).**  If he represents the ascending course of mankind, then his value is in fact extraordianry; and extreme care may be taken over the preservation and promotion of his development.  (It is concern for the future promised him that gives the well-constitued individual such an extraordinary right to egoism.)  If he presents the descending course, decay, chronic sickening, then he has little value: and the first demand of fairness is for him to take as little space, force, and sunshine as possible away from the welll-constituted.
 

This is counterbalanced with the opposing force of the herd, which itself is given the task "to suppress egoism" for its own self-preservation.
 

The preponderance of an altruistic mode of valuation is the consequence of an instinct that one is ill-constituted.  The value judgment here is at bottom: "I am not worthy much": a merely physiological value judgment; even more clearly: the feeling of impotence, the absence of the great affirmative feelings of power (in muscles, nerves, ganglia).  This value judgment is translated into a moral or a religious judgment, according to the culture of this class (--and the predominance of religious and moral judgments is always a sign of a lower culture--): it seeks to establish itself by relating to spheres in which it recognizes the concept "value" in general.  The interpretation by means of which the Christian sinner believes he understands himself is an attempt to justify his lack of power and self-confidence: he would rather consider himself guilty than feel bad for no reason: it is a symptom of decay to require interpretations of this sort at all.
 

AL:II.46:  "Dost thou fail?  Art thou sorry?  Is fear in thine heart?"

AL:II.47:  "Where I am these are not."

AL:II.48:  "Pity not the fallen!  I never knew them.  I am not for them.  I console not: I hate the consoled & the consoler."

AL:II.49:  "I am unique & conqueror.  I am not of the slaves that perish.  Be  they damned & dead!  Amen.  [This is of the 4: there is a fifth who is invisible, & therein am I as a babe in an egg.]"

 

In other cases, the underprivileged man seeks the reason not in his "guilt" (as the Christian does), but in society: the socialist, the anarchist, the nihilist--in as much as they find their existence something of which someone must be guilty, they are still the closest relations of the Christian, who also believes he can better endure his sense of sickness and ill-constitutedness by finding soemone whom he can make responsible for it.  The instince of revenge and ressentimaent appears here in both cases as a means of enduring, as the instince of self-presevation: just as is the preference for alturistic theory and practice.
 

Altruism is the key to the preservation of the herd and is the correct virtue for the "slaves that perish".  For these, immortality is NOT and is the only goal as one loathes the sickness of the World.  This 'sickness' is of course and as discussed previously, Sartre's 'nausea'.
 

Hatred of egoism, whether it be one's own (as with Christians) or another's (as with socialists), is thus revealed as a value judgment under the predominating indfluence of revenge; on the other hand, as an act of prudence for the self-preservation of the suffering by an enhancement of their feelings of cooperation and solidarity--
 

This also occurs (if allowed) at the expense of the genius; the 'ubermensch' or great man.  The openning of Ayn Rand's speech for Howard Roark in The Fountainhead comes to mind:
 

"Thousands of years ago, the first man discovered how to make fire. He was probably burned at the stake he had taught his brothers to light. He was considered an evildoer who had dealt with a demon mankind dreaded. But thereafter men had fire to keep them warm, to cook their food, to light their caves. He had left them a gift they had not conceived and he had lifted darkness off the earth. Centuries later, the first man invented the wheel. He was probably torn on the rack he had taught his brothers to build. He was considered a transgressor who ventured into forbidden territory. But thereafter, men could travel past any horizon. He had left them a gift they had not conceived and he had opened the roads of the world.

"That man, the unsubmissive and first, stands in the opening chapter of every legend mankind has recorded about its beginning. Prometheus was chained to a rock and torn by vultures--because he had stolen the fire of the gods. Adam was condemned to suffer--because he had eaten the fruit of the tree of knowledge. Whatever the legend, somewhere in the shadows of its memory mankind knew that its glory began with one and that that one paid for his courage.

"Throughout the centuries there were men who took first steps down new roads armed with nothing but their own vision. Their goals differed, but they all had this in common: that the step was first, the road new, the vision unborrowed, and the response they received--hatred. The great creators--the thinkers, the artists, the scientists, the inventors--stood alone against the men of their time. Every great new thought was opposed. Every great new invention was denounced. The first motor was considered foolish. The first airplane was considered impossible. The power loom was considered vicious. Anesthesia was considered sinful. But the men of unborrowed vision went ahead. They fought, they suffered and they paid. But they won.

"No creator was prompted by a desire to serve his brothers, for his brothers rejected the gift he offered and that gift destroyed the slothful routine of their lives. His truth was his only motive. His own truth, and his own work to achieve it in his own motive. His own truth, and his own work to achieve it in his own way. A symphony, a book, an engine, a philosophy, an airplane, or a building--that was his goal and his life. Not those who heard, read, operated, believed, flew or inhabited the thing he had created. The creation, not its users. The creation, not the benefits others derived from it. The creation which gave form to his truth. He held his truth above all things and against all men.

"His vision, his strength, his courage cam from his own spirit. A man's spirit, however, is his self. That entity which is his consciousness. To think, to feel, to judge, to act are functions of the ego.

"The creators were not selfless. It is the whole secret of their power-- that it was self-sufficient, self-motivated, self-generated. A first cause, a fount of energy, a life force, a Prime Mover. The creator served nothing and no one. He had lived for himself.

"And only by living for himself was he able to achieve the things which are the glory of mankind. Such is the nature of achievement.

"Man cannot survive except through his mind. He comes on earth unarmed. His brain is his only weapon. Animals obtain food by force. Man has no claws, no fangs, no horns, no great strength of muscle. He must plant his food or hunt it. To plant, he needs a process of thought. To hunt, he needs weapons, and to make weapons--a process of thought. From this simplest necessity to the highest religious abstraction, from the wheel to the skyscraper, everything we are and everything we have comes from a single attribute of man--the function of his reasoning mind.

"But the mind is an attribute of the individual. There is no such thing as a collective brain. There is no such thing as a collective thought. An agreement reached by a group of men is only a compromise or an average drawn upon many individual thoughts. it is a secondary consequence. The primary act--the process of reason--must be performed by each man alone. We can divide a meal among many men. We cannot digest it in a collective stomach. No man con use his brain to think for another. All the functions of body and spirit are private. They cannot be shared or transferred.
 

The truly great point in this is that there is no collective brain; the herd-mindset is a mindlessness; a vacant and unobserved life.  This is left for the "dead and the dying."
 

AL:II.17  “Hear me, ye people of sighing!

             The sorrows of pain and regret

           Are left to the dead and the dying,

             The folk that not know me as yet.”

 

Finally, even that release of ressentiment in the judging, rejecting, puishing of egoism (one's own or another's) is also, as already indicated, an instinct of self-preservation on the part of the underprivileged.  In summa: the cult of altruism is a specific form of egoism that regularly appears under certain physiological conditions.
When the socialist with a fine indignation demands "justice," "right," "equal rights," he is merely acting under the impress of his inadequte culture that cannot explain why he is suffering: on the other hand, he enjoys himself; if he felt better he would refrain from cyring out: he wouldthen find pleasure in other things.  The same applies to the Christian: he condemns, diparages, curses the "world"--himself not excluded.  But that is no reason for taking his clamor seriously.  In both cases we are in the presence of invalids who feel better for crying out, for whom defamation is a relief.
 

LXV:I.36 (From a certain world came an infinite wail.) That falling petal seemed to the little ones a wave to engulph their continent.

LXV:I.37 So they will reproach thy servant, saying: Who hath set thee to save us?

LXV:I.38 He will be sore distressed.

LXV:I.39 All they understand not that thou and I are fashioning a boat of mother-of-pearl. We will sail down the river of Amrit even to the yew-groves of Yama, where we may rejoice exceedingly.

LXV:I.40 The joy of men shall be our silver gleam, their woe our blue gleam -- all in the mother-of-pearl. 
While the above from Liber LXV can be interpreted mystically as pertaining to the cells and associated symbiants of the body, so also, does the individual threaten the mob mentality of the mass culture (the culture expressed though the formula of the lowest common denominator); the herd.  The herd can never want what is truly good for it...all its values are self-destructive and nihilistic.
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* Nietzche writes in Note 365:
The action so f a higher man are indescribably complex in the their motivation: any such word as "pity" says nothing whatever.  The most essential thin is the feeling "Who am I? who is the other in relation to me?"--Value judgments are continually work.
 

** In light of the present day controversy over abortion, it is the herd/Christist mindset that has created the idea that life begins at conception; a complete impossibility for gods, such as humanity, that are immortal.
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I don't have much time to contribute deep thought here; but I find this arrangement inspiring, since I am always being bombarded with this pity-pal morality.  One thing I would like to add is that most mystics forget that the brutal operations of alchemy, crushing, calcination, dissolution, separation etc... are also performed on the human race physically as a part of our evolution, and it seems that these loser ethics are an attempt to cop out of the evolution program...

Chapter 3 of Liber Al confirms this... the force of action is brutal, yet it is this force of solar action that is our perfection and leads us to perfection in the spiral of space-time.
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